
zeipyn meiq

This week’s Seuda Shlishis will be combined with a Siyum

Mishnayos for the Rov’s Shabbos afternoon Mishnayos Shiur which

has recently completed Meseches Tomid and Meseches Middos.

All are invited to take part.

The children’s Shabbos group takes place this Shabbos

Children’s Shabbos Group

Man Over Moses

Last year my brother, Rabbi Zvi Kamenetzky of Chicago, tried

to contact a friend who was vacationing at Schechter's

Caribbean Hotel in Miami Beach, Florida. After about 15 rings,

the hotel operator, an elderly, southern black woman, who

worked at the hotel for three decades politely informed my

brother that the man was not in the room. "Would you like to

leave a message?" she inquired.

“Sure," responded Reb Zvi, "tell him that Rabbi Kamenetzky,

called."

The woman at the other end gasped. "Raabbi Kaamenetzky?"

she drawled. "Did you say you were Raabbi Kaamenetzky?"

She knew the name! It sounded as if she was about to follow

Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

Parshas Yisro begins by relating how impressed its namesake, Yisro,

is upon hearing the amazing events that transpired to the nation led

by his son-in-law, Moshe. He decides to convert to Judaism. Yisro

sends word to Moshe that he will soon be arriving at the Israelite

camp. Yisro wants Moshe to leave his post and greet him in the

desert before he arrives at the Israelite camp. The Torah tells us that

Moshe did go out to greet Yisro: "the man bowed and kissed him

and asked the peace of his dear one." (Exodus 18:8)

Rashi is bothered by the ambiguity. "Who bowed to whom? Who

kissed whom? Who was the one to make the gesture? Was it Yisro,

the father-in-law, who kissed Moshe, or did Moshe, the son-in-law,

leader of millions of people, run to greet his father in-law a Midianite

priest, and bow and kiss him?

Rashi quotes the Mechilta which refers us to Bamidbar (12:3) where

Moshe is called "the man Moshe" obviously the words, "the man

bowed and kissed him" in our portion must mean that same man -

Moshe.

Why, however, did the Torah choose a seemingly convoluted way

to tell us that Moshe prostrated himself before his father-in-law?

Would it not have been easier to tell us that "Moshe man bowed

and kissed him and asked the peace of his dear one"? Why did the

Torah use the words "the man" and send us to the Book of Numbers

to learn who "the man" was?
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The Week Ahead

Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 4.57pm

Candle Lighting and Shabbos 4.53pm

Seder HaLimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur 4.16pm

Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan 1.30pm / 4.46pm

y"w onf seq 9.59am

Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday 6.45am / 7.20am

Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos 5.12pm (Shabbos 5.07pm)

Ovos uBonim 7.01pm

Mincha & Maariv All Week 5.05pm (Late Maariv @ 8.00pm)

Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 6.01pm

up with a weighty question, and my brother responded in

kind. "Yes." He did not know what would follow. "Why do you

ask?"

"Are you," asked the operator, "by any chance, related to the

famous Rabbi Kamenetzky?"

There was silence in Chicago. My brother could not imagine

that this woman had an inkling of who his grandfather, the

great sage. Dean of Mesivta Torah Voda'ath to whom

thousands had flocked for advice and counsel, was. She

continued. "You know, he passed away about ten years ago at

the end the wintah?" She definitely had her man, thought Reb

Zvi. Still in shock, he offered a subdued, "Yes, I'm a grandson."

"YOOOU ARE?" she exclaimed, "well I'm sure glad to talk to ya!

Cause your grandpa -- he was a real good friend of mine!"

My brother pulled the receiver from his ear and stared at the

mouthpiece. He composed himself and slowly began to

repeat her words, quizzically. "You say that Rabbi Kamenetzky

was a good friend of yours?"

"Sure! Every mornin' Raabbi Kaaamenetzky would come to this

here hotel to teach some sorta Bible class (It was the Daf-

Yomi.) Now my desk is about ten yards from the main entrance

of the hotel. But every mornin' he made sure to come my way,

nod his head, and say good mornin' to me. On his way out, he

would always stop by my desk and say good-bye. Oh! Yes! He

was a great Rabbi but he was even a greater man. He was a

wonderful man. He was a real good friend of mine!"

The Torah could have told us the narrative an easier way. It could

have told us that Moshe bowed before, and kissed Yisro. It does

more. It tells us that it was a man who kissed Yisro. True, it was

Moshe that performed those actions. But they were not the actions

of a Moses, they were the actions of a mentch!

Sunday 7.15am / 8.20am

Monday / Thursday 6.45am / 7.10am
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1. Why did send his wife away?

2. When did the of take place?

3. Why did return to his land?

4. On which side of the mountain did the camp?

5. What is a ?

6. The third contains the word twice. Why?

7. No-one at was blind, dumb or deaf. How do we know?

H. What touched the mouth of ?

dyn

dyxt ipy

exzi

l`xyi ipa

laei

xeaic `eyl

ipiq xd

`iapd diryi

7+H
Often we attribute acts of kindness, compassion, and extra care to

super-human attributes of our sages and leaders. The Torah tells us

that it is the simple mentch that performs them. Inside every great

leader lies "the man." Little wonder that the words "and the man

Moses" that Rashi quotes from the Book of Numbers begin a verse

that fits our explanation quite well. The verse reads "and the man

Moses was the exceedingly humble, more than any one on the face

of the earth." (Numbers 12:3) It was the man Moses, who was

exceedingly humble, more than any one on the face of the earth.

From the dawn of human creation until history's Seminal Event at

Mount Sinai, people had been steeped in the predicament

described above. When human beings arrived on the world scene,

they were given the incomparable gift of their own world-altering

potential. True, many other forms of living beings existed before

them [we can tackle the questions of how dinosaurs, Neanderthal

man, and the Flintstones fit into the picture on another occasion].

But human beings were the first “super computer” creations

endowed with the inner “technology” – i.e. freewill – to make moral

decisions and wield global impact.

There was just one problem: the great “Super Genius” who created

our “technology” gifted it to us without including an instruction

manual. Sure, we were programmed with the wherewithal to learn

user-friendly applications like “Word” (basic language skills) and

“Photoshop” (achievements in Design & the Arts); but frustration

began to set in for those who perceived how much the human

machine is truly capable of, knowing that we were only tapping into

a minute fraction of our potential. After a while, we realized that

even our glorious feats in the realms of architecture, commerce,

and the arts – while quite wonderful and often crucial as means to

more fundamental goals – were not what essential human

achievement is really about.

Perhaps it was inevitable that at some point, we would begin to

wonder Who created us and whether this Being could provide us

with an Owners Manual for living that would lovingly guide us

towards our positive potential.

When Abraham and Sarah entered onto history's stage, they soon

intuited that human beings could accomplish far too much to be

satisfied with just their survival and “mediocre productivity” (i.e.

progress in economic & cultural productivity but stagnation in the

moral realm). They embarked on a soulful search for their Creator,

eager to discover Who that Creator was, who they themselves

were, how they worked, etc.

Until then, this “Super Genius” Creator had been hiding behind the

Help - My Life Could Use Some Tech Support!
John Erlbaum (Torah.org)

Imagine you were the recipient of a priceless super-computer,

possessing the technology to help you make wondrous

advances on behalf of humankind. There's only one problem:

the great super-genius who created this technology gifted it

to you without including an instruction manual. No customer

support website, no online training videos, no FAQ links – just

a few blogs by users that haven't made much more usage

headway than you. Sure, you've figured out how to navigate

some of the user-friendly applications like Word and

Photoshop; but frustration sets in as you begin to perceive

how much this machine is truly capable of, knowing that you

can only tap into a minute fraction of its potential.

Once you realize that this super-computer can accomplish far

too much for you to be satisfied with just its“survival” and

mediocre productivity – and after barely bouncing back from

your latest hard-drive crash – you begin to seek out the

system's creator for guidance and instruction.

scenes for good reason: not to play “hard to get”, but because He

knew that people wouldn’t be especially open to guidance unless

they were driven to seek it out for themselves. But now He no

longer needed to hide. And because of their passionate quest, our

pioneering Patriarch and Matriarch merited that their descendants

would stand at Sinai to bring humanity's long-awaited Instruction

Manual into the world.

At long last, the world was given the “Torah” – short for “Torat

Chaim”, which means “Instructions for Living” – the definitive

Owner's Manual for human development.

Accordingly, the Sinai experience was the crowning day of

Creation. In fact, the Torah provides various hints and linguistic cues

connecting the 6th day of Creation (the day humans were created)

with the 6th day of Sivan (the day the Torah was given). At Mount

Sinai, the Creator came out from behind the proverbial mask of

nature to reveal once-and-for-all that life has a purpose and that

humans have a special mission. He revealed that our essential

mission exists in the realms of morality and holiness, and He even

taught us “Best Practice” tips we could use to achieve our

assignments.

He made it known that in order to capitalize on the tremendous gift

of human life, each of us is called upon to enthusiastically &

sincerely seek out the coveted “Instructions for Living”. May we all

be successful in our noble, passionate pursuit!
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