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Mazel Tov to the Rov and Rebbetzen on the engagement of

their grand daugher, Malkie Rubin (daughter of Rabbi & Mrs

Rubin of Glasgow) to Motti Smit from Israel.

Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Malcolm Fagelman on the birth of a

grand daugher, born to Mr & Mrs Yitzi Hirsch.

Potential! Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

And the angel of HASHEM called to him from heaven, and he said,

“Avraham! Avraham!” and he said, “Here I am!” (Breishis 22:11)

“Avraham! Avraham!”- The repetition of the name expresses dearness!

(Rashi)

How is the doubling of Avraham’s name an expression of endearment?

Simple! That’s the way people express themselves for some reason

when for example a child does something worthy of praise. “Dovi!

Dovi! That’s terrific!” The question is, “Why do we repeat the name?” Is

it only for emphasis? Maybe! The Zohar says that whenever a name in

the Torah is repeated it means that the person has actualized their

potential. How is that potentially helpful here? How does it work?

Every year I have a ritual based on a hope, a dream that has not come

true as of yet, but I keep trying. In the early spring I buy a packet of

sunflower seeds in the shiny packet, for planting not for eating. Then I

plant them gingerly in the good earth and wait. The results are by now

predictable. I must have a “black thumb”. A “green thumb” means that

the things you plant grow nicely. With a “black thumb” even your plastic

plants die. Well, they start pointing up a few inches out of the ground

but then they bow their heads and fade. There’s always next year!

I’m waiting for the day- the year- I peer outside the picture window

into the garden, and there it is, a six foot five inch tall sunflower plant,

smiling, with a corona of yellow leaves. I’d glance at the plant and then

at the seed packet with the attractive picture of the sunflower plant

stapled onto the thin green stick, and shout, “Sunflower! Sunflower!”

One declaration is about the picture on the packet and the other

relates to the actual plant. What could have become- really became.

The seed realized its potential before my very eyes!

The Arizal said that what knocks a person out of this world after 120 or

anytime sooner is the picture of what a person could have become!

They are shown their potential! The shock over the differential delivers a

fatal blow. My own beloved grandmother repeated on her death bed

over and over again two phrases, “potential, potential, potential!” and,

“Diabolical, diabolical, diabolical!” She didn’t usually talk like that! It was

a puzzle to me until I saw this idea from the Arizal.

More than thirty years ago I received both a stinging rebuke and a
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flattering compliment simultaneously. It was just after lunch-time in the

Yeshiva and I was to learn with a South African buddy who was as

much of a beginner at Talmud learning as I.

Upon entering the study hall he arose from his seat as one should do to

pay proper homage to a Talmud Scholar. I looked behind me to see if

perhaps one of the Yeshivas Rebbeim wasn’t trailing behind.

Immediately I let him know in forceful tones my objection to his

irreverent behavior, “Zach, you can’t joke around like that!” To which he

retorted, “Reb Label, I wasn’t standing up for you! I was standing up for

your potential!” Zap! The good news is, “You have potential! The bad

news is, you have potential!”

A follow-up on that story! Just a few years ago now, when I was in

Israel I went to the Beit Cholim to visit a dear friend and student

Nachman who was deathly ill. When I entered the nurse was helping to

prop him up in a chair. It was hard to see him like that! I told him,

“Nachman, you don’t have to sit up for me!” He mumbled with

difficulty, “I’m sitting up for your potential!” (He was referring to the

story above) His wife was shocked. Later she told me that he had not

spoken for weeks. A month later we heard that he passed away! His

wife told me that he did not speak again after that! The last word was

“Potential!”

The most exciting news in almost a century had just come from the

most unexpected source. Three men who had been visiting the home

of Avraham and Sorah in the guise of Arab nomads had just offered a

gratifying prophecy. Sorah and Avraham were going to have a baby --

in one year.

“And Sorah laughed at herself, saying, "After I have withered shall I again

rejuvenate? And my husband is old!" (Genesis 18:15)

Hashem became upset and asked Avraham: "why did Sorah laugh and

Masked Bandit Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)
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claim that that she is old? After all is something beyond My capacities?"

What troubles many of the commentaries is Hashem’s obvious

deviation. Sorah blamed the problem on her husband, yet when

Hashem quoted her, He substituted the words "my husband is old"

with the words "and I am old." Hashem, whose entire embodiment is

that of emes (truth), seems to have masked the truth.

When I was two years old, I visited My grandfather, Reb Yaakov

Kamenetzky, of blessed memory, together with my parents. After

four years as a widower, my grandfather had recently remarried

and my step-grandmother was just getting used to the new

family. I entered the apartment and immediately began playing

with items that were not meant to be touched. Do distract me, my

new grandmother called to me. "What is your name?" she asked.

Beaming like a politician with a prepared response, I shouted,

"bahn-deet Muttel!" Muttel, of course, was a nickname for

Mordechai, an affectionate sobriquet that I was called in memory

of my great-grandfather. But bahn-deet, a term that in all

vernaculars, from Yiddish to English, means bandit, shocked all of

the adults. Obviously someone had labeled me a troublemaker

right from the onset of my career.

My mother was beet-red, as her new mother-in-law began

chiding her upon the use of derogatory nicknames for children,

even in jest.

Before my mother got a chance to defend herself, my

grandfather, whose brilliance through the years had earned him

the reputation as the great peacemaker and conciliator par

excellence, stepped out of his study and declared “it's all my

fault."

Everyone looked shocked. In what way was the great sage Reb

Yaakov Kamenetzky, responsible for a two-year old child running

around and declaring himself a bandit?

"Let me explain," my grandfather began. "Young Mordechai is

named for his grandfather Boruch Mordechai Burstein. However, I

asked my son to follow my tradition and give only one name, as in

Biblical times. That's my opinion, and it is something my

daughter-in-law is not accustomed to. The name Boruch was

totally left out." The great sage continued.

“I'm sure you are aware of the name Benedict, or even Bendet.

Those were Jewish names that were translations of Boruch, just as

Wolf was for Zev and Ber was for Dov. Our daughter-in-law was

refused the opportunity to name her son Boruch Mordechai, but

can we stop her from the affectionate memories she evokes if she

calls him Bendet Muttel?"

The Talmud tells us that Hashem set a standard for the generations to

come. When dealing with husbands and wives, in order to promote

peace and harmony within a household, one could even stretch the

truth. Hashem did not want to quote Sorah as saying, "my husband is

old." Avraham may have been insulted even slightly. So Hashem shifted

the words as if Sorah was talking about herself.

For peace’s sake, if someone errs by insulting another soul, it is no

Mitzvah to quote the affront verbatim or even accurately. Like Hashem

himself, if one must quote the incident he is entitled, even obligated, to

hide the truth if it may cause harm to the soul of a Jewish home.

Perhaps for the sake of shalom, it may be even necessary to mask the

bandit.

"And Avraham raised his eyes and saw - behold, a ram - afterwards,

caught in the thicket by its horns; so Avraham went and took the ram and

offered it up as an offering instead of his son." (Beraishis 22:13)

Rashi relates the mishna that teaches that this ram was prepared during

the Six Days of Creation for this point in history. What was the great

significance of this offering that creation awaited it? And why does the

Torah need to inform us of the obvious reality that the ram was "instead of

his son"?

Sforno explains "instead of his son: in exchange for that which was in his

heart to offer his son, in the realm of maintaining faithfulness to that which

he had previously committed in his heart." Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler finds this

amazing: G-d gave Avraham the command to bring Yitzchak up on the

altar as a test, for just as G-d had commanded Avraham to bring him he

was commanded to remove him.

The "commitment" that Avraham made to bring his son as an offering was

in error, a colossal misunderstanding. Nevertheless, notes Rabbi Dessler

in Sforno's words, without an alternative vehicle with which to serve G-

d, Avraham would have been disingenuous to his commitment to serve.

Indeed, Rashi explains that the ram was "instead of his son" because

Avraham literally requested that G-d view each act - from the slaughter

through each subsequent step - as if it was performed in his son's stead.

Rabbi Dessler notes that Avraham was correlating every action to his

original intent and commitment. That even though he was absolved by

nothing less than a Divine decree, Avraham was concerned with fulfilling

his "obligation".

Why such a burning passion? Because Avraham realized that this was not

simply some contractual obligation that was now moot because the

contract was revoked. This was the ultimate of Avraham's Divine trials. But

these trials did not test Avraham's G-d consciousness, they FORGED it.

This opportunity was presented to Avraham to allow him to transcend

his human condition and offer his entire future to G-d in His service.

Avraham very keenly appreciated this unparalleled opportunity and

knew he was bound to follow through. And G-d agreed, such that He

built this parallel chance into Creation. (And Satan was also rather aware

of this unique circumstance, for it was he who caught the ram's horns in

the thicket; see Rashi.)

True, we do not have the spiritual fortitude of our patriarch Avraham and

our challenges may seem insignificant compared to the Binding of

Yitzchak. But G-d imbues all mitzvos - especially the challenging ones -

with the potential to mold our G-d consciousness.

He imbues every Jew with the potential to emulate his grandfather's

passion.

The Passion Rabbi Pinchas Avruch (Torah.org)
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