
    

jlie zyxt zay – 4th October 2008

Mazel Tov!
Mazel Tov to David & Eunice Wolfson on the engagement of Eliezer to 
Elisheva Wieder (from London).

Mazel Tov to Rafi and Naomi Jaeger on the birth of a baby boy.

Siyum HaShas Update
As advertised previously, the Shul intends to hold a Siyum HaShas to   
coincide with the dinner marking the completion of the new Shul 
building. Of the 109 sections Shas was split into, 84 have currently 
been allocated to members. We only have 25 sections remaining.
We would like to encourage members to take further sections so that 
we can complete the list.
The list is available in Shul, or alternatively please contact Yitzchok 
Steinhaus to discuss further.

Uniquely Jewish                                Rabbi Berel Wein (Torah.org)

Yom Kippur is the most uniquely Jewish day of the calendar year. By 
this I mean that all of our other wonderful holidays have been copied, 
adapted and sometimes just plain co-opted by other faiths. New Year, 
freedom festivals, Pentecost, Easter, Mardi Gras, etc. are all well known 
in other faiths and celebrated in secular society as well. But a day of 
holiness, of abstinence, of spirituality, of communion with one’s self 
and one’s Creator, wholly devoted to lofty ideas and the realm of the 
spirit is to my knowledge unknown outside of Judaism.

Even though the Torah calls the prohibitions imposed upon us by the 
day of Yom Kippur, such as fasting, not washing, etc., as being 
“afflictions,” Rambam changes the whole tone of the matter in his 
wondrous work “Mishneh Torah.” There he entitles the section on Yom 
Kippur as being “Shevitat Assor” – the great day of rest that occurs on 
the tenth day of Tishrei. It is not so much that we are “afflicted” on the 
day of Yom Kippur as we are at rest for a day from all worldly needs 
such as eating, washing, etc.
Yom Kippur is not a day of pain and sadness, which are the hallmarks 
of Tisha B’av, but rather a day of serenity and inner yearning for the 
better part of us to assert itself. One of the great lessons of Yom Kippur 
is that inner serenity is achievable only by a degree of separation from 
the worldly pursuits that press constantly upon us. To truly live well in 
this world, one must always distance one’s self, no matter how slightly, 
from that very same world.

Another powerful but really very obvious lesson of Yom Kippur is 
the blessed consequences of the ability to repent and forgive. All 
of this is easier said than done. Personal hurts done to us by others 
leave deep and painful scars. So forgiveness, in the truest sense of 
the word, becomes painful and emotionally wrenching. 
Nevertheless, forgiving others is really the chief means at our 
disposal of cleansing our souls and our inner selves. It removes the 
corroding bitterness that changes for the worse our personalities 
and nature.

Brooding over past hurts only intensifies the pain that those hurts 
originally caused. Forgiveness allows one to move on in life and 
not dwell on past events and constantly relive pain and 
embarrassment. We are not “a turn the other cheek” people and 
there are certainly circumstances that do not warrant forgiveness. 
But in the main, forgiveness is a positive step in helping build our 
spiritual self and in ennobling our character.

Repentance is also a difficult concept to actualize. To say that “I 
was wrong” or that “I am truly sorry” are difficult words to get out 
of our mouths. And, paradoxically enough, these words are far 
easier to say to God, so to speak, than they are to a fellow human 
being. In fact, the closer we are to the person – a relative, a friend, 
partner, business associate, employer, employee – who was 
wronged by our words or deeds, the more difficult the apology 
becomes. Yet, God’s forgiveness of us, so to speak, hinges upon 
our ability to forgive others as well.

A person who is unforgiving and overly exacting in interpersonal 
relationships will be  treated by  Heaven in the  same  fashion. So 
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jlie zyxt zay daey zay
Mincha 6.30pm
Candle Lighting No later than 6.25pm
Seder HaLimud 8.40am
y"w onf seq 10.06am
Shacharis 9.00am
Mincha 6.21pm
Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur 6.51pm
Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 7.26pm

Selichos
Sunday 7.40am
Monday 6.30pm
Tuesday 6.40am 
Mincha & Maariv (Sun-Tues) 6.20pm
Wednesday xetk mei axr 7.00am
Friday 6.40am

Mincha 3.00pm
dkf zlitz & aeh mei zlaw 6.13pm
ixcp lk 6.35pm
Shacharis 9.00am
Mincha 4.15pm
xetk mei i`ven 7.15pm



Yom Kippur demands of us contriteness, a lowering of ego and a 
serenity of spirit that can encompass all around us as well.

School of Soft Knocks         Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

Parshas Vayelech has Moshe handing the reign of power to his 
beloved disciple Yehoshua, who now will grasp hold of the destiny of 
the Children of Israel. Moshe does not leave him without first guiding 
him through the difficult mission of leadership. At the end of Parshas 
Vayelech, (Deuteronomy 31:7), "Moshe summoned Yehoshua and said 
to him before the eyes of all Israel, 'Be strong and courageous and do 
not be broken before them, for Hashem your G-d -- it is he who goes 
before you.'"

The Torah does not specify what "strong and courageous" actually 
means. I conjured my own visions of how to be strong and 
courageous when dealing with a "stiff-necked" nation. It entailed 
exacting demands and rigid regulations. The Medrash, however, offers
a totally diametric explanation.

The Yalkut Shimoni, a compendium of Midrashim compiled in the 
Middle Ages, discusses a verse in Hoshea. "Israel is but a beloved lad 
and in Egypt I had called them my child." It quotes the verse in 
Deuteronomy 31:7, and explains the words "strong and courageous." 
Moshe explained to Joshua, "this nation that I am giving you is still 
young kids. They are still young lads. Do not be harsh with them. Even 
their Creator has called them children, as it is written, (Hoshea 11:1) 
"Israel is but a beloved lad."

Can the Midrash find no better words to translate the phrase telling 
Joshua to "be strong and courageous" other than be patience and 
understanding? In which way does forbearance show strength? How 
does courage translate as tolerance?

In the years of World War I, a young student who was fleeing the 
war-ravaged city of Slabodka sought refuge in Tiktin, a village near 
Lomza, Poland. A prodigious Torah scholar, he compensated for 
room and board by becoming a simple cheder teacher. He gave 
his lecture in a small schoolhouse, but the townsfolk were quite 
suspicious. There were no shouts from inside the one-room 
schoolhouse as it was with other teachers; the boys seemed to be 
listening. Rumor had it that the young man even let the children 
play outside for ten minutes each day in the middle of the learning 
session.

They decided to investigate. They interrupted his class one 
morning and were shocked. The kanchik (whip) used by every 
cheder-Rebbe was lying on the floor near the trash bin. Upon 
interrogating the children the parents learned that this radical 
educator never used it.

Outraged, the townsfolk decided to call a meeting with their Rabbi 
to discuss the gravity of the situation. Who knows what ideas a 
teacher who would not use the kanchik was imbuing in our 
children? They worried.

The local Rabbi pointed to a picture of Rabbi Isaac Elchonon 
Spector, the leader of Lithuanian Jewry. "Do you see that picture of 
the Kovno Tzadik?" He asked the townsfolk. "One day thousands 
of homes across the world will have this young man's picture 
hanging on their walls."

The elderly Rabbi was right. The young man became the leader of 
a generation, teacher of thousands and dean of Yeshiva Torah 
Vodaath. It was the beginning of, Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky's 
career in education.

Moshe, the guide and architect of Jewish leadership, was empowering 
his disciple with a message of guidance. The words "be strong and 
courageous" embodied leadership of love and understanding. One 
can not talk of forbearance and patience without talking of strength 
and courage. But more important: one can not show true strength and 
courage if he is not patient and understanding.

Our Next Big Move!                      Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

Live as if you were already living for the second time and as if you 
had acted the first time as wrongly as you are about to act now. 
(Victor Frankel)

A person should see himself as if he is ½ guilty and ½ 
meritorious.… Because the world is judged by a majority (of merits 
or demerits) and the individual is determined by a majority, one 
who does a Mitzvah tips himself and the whole world to the side 
of merit while if one makes a single violation, woe to him who 
inclines himself and the whole world to the side of guilt! (Tractate 
Kiddushin 40)

It is admittedly hard to see the grand consequences of our actions 
and attitudes as prescribed by our sages. It requires either deep 
trust in their words or a gymnastic imagination. Maybe the 
following two stories will help illustrate how far, even in a local 
sense, our pedestrian decisions reach.

A young man asked a Rabbi a simple question. “How do I do 
teshuvah (repent) for not bentching (saying the blessings after 
eating a meal)?” The Rabbi looked at him quizzically. The Rabbi 
asked him if he put on tefillin or ate kosher. The young man shook 
his head “no” and insisted on knowing how to do teshuvah for not 
bentching.

The Rabbi asked a number of other pointed questions that led him 
to understand just how far away this young man lived from Torah 
and Mitzvos. Eventually he asked him the question that had 
troubled him from the beginning of the conversation. “It seems 
there are hundreds of other items that need fixing first! Why 
bentching?”

The young man answered the Rabbi, “That’s where I started! I had 
just finished eating a meal and my friends honked impatiently 
outside. I ran out the door without bentching. My mother asked if I 
had bentched. I said “yes” and as I passed the Mezuzah I though 
lightning would strike me but it didn’t. That Shabbos I went some 
place with my friends and we arrived a little late. No lightning. After 
that I allowed myself to indulge in non-kosher food. Soon the 
yarmulke came off, other more serious things followed, and here I 
am years later looking like I look and I need to know, ‘How do I do 
teshuvah for not benching?’”

My wife and I were walking around our modest block and we 
noticed that the neighbors around the corner had made 
extraordinary changes in the appearance of their house. There was 
this lovely bay window filled with ornaments and a Chinese garden 
with lollipop trees and a well manicured lawn that the husband 
was cutting with mustache scissors.

My wife asked his wife who was standing out front surveying the 
progress, “Arlene, lovely improvements! What inspired all this?” 
She answered shyly, “Well, actually I just needed to replace a few 
tiles in the bathroom. We couldn’t find a matching color so we 
redid all of them. Then the wallpaper looked ugly and old in 
contrast so we did that too. The medicine cabinet seemed 
decrepit in comparison and we replaced that. The bathroom 
became the nicest room in the house but when we walked out 
the rug seemed old and so we pulled it up and polished the 
floors. Then the front window seemed a dull match for the floors. 
We decided to install a bay window. When we looked out from 
the bay window we noticed how unkempt the lawn had been so 
we called a gardener and he created this lovely designer garden 
with sculptured trees!”

It’s worth considering, especially around this time of the year 
before we take another step, just how far that step might carry us. 
In reflecting backwards we might want to first investigate what 
decisions we made got us to where we are and what we 
discover might greatly impact our next big move.


