
    

h‰qyz xc` d‰k -  icewt-ldwie zyxt zay – 21st March 2009

aeh lfn
Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Rob Kanter on the birth of a baby girl.

Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Josh Shields on the birth of a baby girl.
Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Eric Sievers on the birth of a granddaughter.

Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Michael Epstein on the birth of a 
granddaughter.

dngd zkxa Shiur
The first in a series of two shiurim by Rabbi Stanton on the subject of 
dngd zkxa takes place this Sunday at 8pm in the Shul. There will be 
a minyan for Maariv before at 7.45pm.

ung zxikn
The Rov will be available for ung zxikn by prior arrangement or in 
Shul after davenning.

oihig zern
The Rov will be collecting for local families to cover the expenses 
associated with Pesach. Please contact the Rov for further details.

Up Close And Personal          Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

These final portions in the Book of Exodus summarize the amazing 
accomplishments of the Children of Israel in building the Mishkan -- the 
edifice that would house the Divine presence in this temporal world --
while in the desert. It was a mammoth feat, an act that consumed an 
entire nation. Men and women, young and old each had a share in this 
great endeavor. The Torah tells us: “Every man whose heart inspired 
him came; and everyone whose spirit motivated him brought the 
portion of Hashem for the work of the Tent of Meeting, for all its labor 
and for the sacred vestments. The men came with the women; 
everyone whose heart motivated him brought bracelets, nose-rings, 
rings, body ornaments -- all sorts of gold ornaments -- every man who 
raised up an offering of gold to Hashem." (Exodus 35:21-22)
And then there were those who did the work. “Moses summoned 
Bezalel, Oholiab, and every wise-hearted man whose heart Hashem 
endowed with wisdom, everyone whose heart inspired him, to come 
close to the work, to do it (Exodus 36:2). The wording needs 
clarification. Why use the term, “whose heart inspired him, to come 
close to the work, to do it”? Why not just say “whose heart inspired 
him, to do the work”? What is the meaning of coming close to do the 
work? Just do the work!
The lines outside of Rav Elozar Menachem Shach’s apartment in B’nai 
Beraq were always long. Visitors came from across the nation and the 
world to speak to the eldest sage in Israel. Young and old, wealthy and 
poor waited in the corridor of the tiny apartment in order to gain either 
wisdom, advice, counsel or blessing from the revered sage.
One evening after almost everyone had left, a wealthy North American 

philanthropist was about to enter the study to speak to Rav Shach 
concerning an important matter. Before entering the study he 
noticed a father clutching the hand of a school-aged child no 
more than eleven years old.
"Please, sir," interrupted the father. "It is difficult for my child to sit 
still in class. Talmud seems to bore him. Please let me enter before 
you. I just want a quick blessing from the rabbi that my son should 
develop an interest in Torah learning." It seemed innocuous 
enough. The wealthy man had already waited quite a while and he 
figured that another minute or two for Rav Shach to shake the 
boy’s hand, give him a blessing, and send him on his way could 
not take that long, and so, he agreed.
It was almost 45 minutes before the child left Rav Shach’s 
apartment. The boy and his father were both beaming 
enthusiastically. Then they spotted the benevolent man who 
allowed them to go ahead. He was baffled. “What happened in 
there?” He asked. “Why did his blessing take so long?”
The father of the young boy began to explain. "We entered the 
room expecting a brocha and a handshake. But Rav Shach told us 
that we didn't need his blessing. He asked my son what he is 
learning. Then he took out that Tractate and sat down with him. He 
learned a Mishna with my son until he understood it. Then the 
Rashi. Then the Gemara. Then more Rashi. Then a Tosefos. It was 
not long before my son and the revered Rosh Yeshiva became 
entangled in excited Talmudic repertoire!
"The Rosh Yeshiva explained to us that all you need is to get close 
to the Gemara, draw yourself to it. Then it will grasp you and 
embrace you! You don't need a blessing to enjoy it. You must 
draw yourself close to it and then you will enjoy it!"
Building a Mishkan, like any project that entails difficult work for the 
sake of Heaven, can be arduous. It can become depressing at 
times and it is easy to become dispirited and desperate. The key 
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to the success of the building Mishkan lies in the words of the posuk, 
"everyone whose heart inspired him, to come close to the work, to do 
it." In order to do the work, you must draw yourself close to the work. 
If you take small steps with love and bring a project close to your heart, 
then rest assured you will complete the work in joy!

Taste & See HASHEM is Good!    Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

For the cloud of HASHEM would be on the Tabernacle by day, and 
the fire would be on it by night before the eyes of all the children of 
Israel throughout their journeys. (Shemos 40:38)
Perhaps your heart will say, “Just as it shined for Israel did it not also 
shine for the nations of the world?” So the verse comes to teach us, 
“to the eyes of all the children of Israel”, - on all of Israel it shone but 
not to the nations of the world! (Sifri)
How do we understand that the light shone for one group and not for 
another?
The Alter from Kelm, Reb Simcha Zissel Ziv asked an important question 
about the following Mishne in Pirke’ Avos; “This is the way of Torah: Eat 
bread with salt, drink water in small measure, sleep on the ground, live 
a life of deprivation- but toil in Torah. If you do this, “Happy you will be 
and it will be good for you” – “happy” you will be in this world and it 
will be “good for you” in the next world! (Avos 6:4) The Alter asked 
about the latter part of the Mishne, that we can understand how this 
self- sacrificing approach can gain for men goodness in an-other-
worldly setting but how does the Mishne confidently promise 
happiness in this world?
The answer he offers emerges from a careful reading of the Mishne. He 
highlights the words, “If you do this”. If you are the one who is doing it 
then you can be the one to experience true happiness. If a visitor from 
a richer culture and with an untutored eye, would peer into a hall of 
Torah study in Meah She’arim and observe the austere living and 
learning conditions within, it would most likely arouse feelings of pity. 
However, if you are the one who is doing it, learning with vigor and 
rigor then the experience from within is a-sweet joy beyond- beyond.
Yawning at dawn in a Jerusalem study hall my early morning study 
partner explained something to me that I had always misunderstood 
and misrepresented. Since we (I) were (was) so tired, I commented 
loosely, that I didn‘t know how the Vilna Gaon got away with only two 
hours of sleep total in a 24 hour cycle. He told me that the Vilna Gaon 
did not sleep two hours daily. I insisted that it was true and that I had 
read it in an authenticated biography but he stubbornly refused to 
accept it. Then he explained, “The Vilna Gaon learned 22 hours each 
day! He was not into sleep deprivation as much a he was involved in 
the sublime joy of learning.

I remember discussing with some friends in Yeshiva the idea of 
making a movie of some kind that would entice others to come 
join us in learning. The conversation concluded with a consensus 
that it was probably an exercise in futility. What would convince 
people that learning is fun? What could we possibly show? People 
shaking back and forth? How could we reveal in a visual medium 
the joy being generated in the minds of those learning- Torah?
The Nefesh HaChaim writes: “And so a person from the Holy 
Nation that contains the whole organization of the creation…he is 
also constructed like the Tabernacle and the Temple and its 
vessels, corresponding to the order and connections of the 
segments of the limbs and the ligaments and their functions. So it is 
detailed in the Zohar how the Tabernacle and its vessels are each 
referring to Man.”
Like the Tabernacle, if the deep delight of the Vilna Gaon’s Torah 
learning would be visible then the world would be blinded by the 
light. It’s an acquired taste, though, not accessible to dabblers 
through visual acuity alone, and so King David wrote in Tehillim: 
“Taste and see HASHEM is good!”

Firm Footing     Rabbi Shlomo Jarcaig (Torah.org)

The building of the Mishkan was a process through which mankind 
used various earthly elements to create an edifice in which G-d's 
Divine presence would dwell. Our Sages expound upon the 
lessons derived from the myriad steps and details incorporated in 
this process. They serve as direction for the fulfillment of our 
ultimate mission in this world as Jews: How we create a greater 
awareness of G-d in the world, and how we come closer to Him.
Different components of the Mishkan were built from different 
types of donated materials. While most of the construction 
materiel was from voluntary donations dependant upon the will 
and means of the donor, there was an additional mandatory 
donation incumbent upon all males of 20 years and older at the 
time of the census. This donation demanded an identical sum from 
each Jew, regardless of means. "The silver of the census was one 
hundred talents (of 3,000 shekels each) and 1,775 shekels in the 
sacred shekel; a beka for every head, a half shekel in the sacred 
shekel for everyone who passed through the census takers...The 
hundred talents of silver were to cast the sockets of the Sanctuary 
and the sockets of the Partition; a hundred sockets for a hundred 
talents, a talent per socket." (Shemos 38:25-27) The silver was 
used to make the sockets that held together the beams of the 
Mishkan's walls. These sockets essentially served the foundation of 
the entire Mishkan.
Rabbi Moshe Feinstein explains that the foundation upon which 
our personal, internal Mishkan is built is our Emunah. The use of this 
silver in the casting of the sockets for the foundation of the 
Mishkan - silver that was donated in like amounts from throughout 
the Jewish people - teaches that our Emunah must be employed 
equally in all precincts of our life experience. Emunah is not only an 
expression of dedication to the Divine in the synagogue or study 
hall, it is a statement of G-d consciousness in all activities: how we 
conduct our business, how we interact with our family members, 
how we choose to recreate.
Furthermore, each socket was the product of 6,000 donations. No 
part of the foundation could be the gift of one man alone; each 
Jew contributed an equal portion. We learn that, as Jews, we 
need to value the input and contributions of others. To truly 
accomplish and build stable structures, we need to work as a 
cohesive unit. If the foundation is strong in some areas but weak in 
others, the Mishkan will not stand. Only by helping another reach 
his potential can we develop the necessary foundation upon 
which the Mishkan can stand  

Good Shabbos!

Here is this week’s brainteaser based on the sedra:

Last year we had none. This year we 
have all seven, except in Israel where 
there are only six

                                                   Answers coming next week …

Last Week’s Answer:

1. Which part of this week’s sedra was not translated?

The last Mishna in Megilla says that Aaron’s repetition of the Eigel to Moshe 
is not translated in public out of respect to Aaron.


