
    

opgz`e zyxt zay – 16th August 2008

10th Anniversary Shabbaton

The shul has a landmark event 
upcoming in a few months time. 
We will be marking the 10th

anniversary of our kehillo.

To mark this occasion we are 
delighted to announce that we 
are organising a special Shabbos 
which will be held in the 
Craiglands Hotel in the Yorkshire 
countryside, approximately an 
hour from Manchester.

The Shabbaton will be held on 
the weekend of 2nd-4th January, 
Parshas VaYigash. Flyers were 
sent via email to the shul mailing 
list this week. If anyone has not 
received a copy, please contact 

the gabboim or visit the website. In order to gauge numbers, members 
are asked to respond in principle by 31st August, either via email to 
shabbaton@ohryerushalayim.org.uk or by speaking to Dov or Chizky.

Holidays Time!

We’ve now started the post-Tisha B’Av holiday getaway season when 
many of the kehillo will be away from town.

We take this opportunity to request that people who are in town 
during this period make every effort to support the Shul minyanim.

Don’t Forget                              Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

In Parshas Va'eschanan we find the very famous portions of the Torah 
that are imbedded in the soul of the nation: The Ten Commandments 
and the Shema Yisrael. 

Although every word of the Omnipotent carries equal force, these 
commanding portions are better known, if not better observed, by the 
nation. 

But powerful as they are, they were not given in a vacuum. Moshe 
forewarns the nation not to forget the message of Sinai and to impart 
its message and its relevance to future generations. 

“Only beware for yourself and greatly beware for your soul, lest you 
forget the things that your eyes have beheld and lest you remove them 
from your heart all the days of your life, and make them known to your 
children and your children's children” (Deuteronomy 4:9). 

In order to comprehend the posuk, it must separated into two distinct 
parts. “Beware not to forget the things that your eyes have beheld from 
your heart all your days.” In addition, the Torah adds, “you shall teach 
the Torah to your children and children’s children.” 

Nevertheless, the grammar is surely questionable, “lest you remove 
them from your heart all the days of your life, and make them known to 
your children.” In its simplest form, the verse seems at best 

contradictory. Look at the words. Beware that you do not remove 
the teachings from your heart and make them known to your 
children. How is that possible? If one removes the teaching from 
his own heart, how can he pass it to his children? The Torah 
should have overtly inserted some phrase or word clarifying the 
transition. 

The perplexing composition in its simplest form surely leaves for a 
creative interpretation, perhaps the omission of the transitional 
word lends itself to a drash that deviates from the obvious 
meaning. 

Thousands of people receive this weekly D’var Torah. In return, I 
receive many stories for possible use as anecdotal parables. Here 
is one from the archives. 

Junior came home from day camp one day without towel. 

“Where is your towel?” asked his mom. 

“I don’t know,” he sighed. “I could not find it after swimming. 
Maybe someone took it.” 

The mother was irate. “Who could have taken your towel? It 
was a great towel! Junior you would never take someone 
else’s towel. You know I raised you differently than that. 
Right?” 

A few moments later, she was on the phone with the day 
camp director. 

“Hello. There is a young thief in your camp!” 
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“How so?” “My son had a towel stolen from camp! He brought it 
in today and it was nowhere” 

“Calm down,” came the voice on the line. “I am sure that no one 
stole it. Please describe the towel to me.” 

“Sure I can! It was white and big. You could not miss it. It had the 
words Holiday Inn emblazoned on it!” 

The Leket Amarim interprets the verse in its purest and most simplistic
form, revealing a deeper meaning that belies the simplicity of the verse. 

“Only beware for yourself and greatly beware for your soul, lest you 
forget the things that your eyes have beheld and lest you remove them 
from your heart all the days of your life, and make them known to your 
children and your children's children.” 

Often when it comes to our actions, we forget the principles that we 
were taught as youngsters, but we remember them when chiding our 
children and pontificating. 

We may give our children a speech about honesty and integrity, and 
only minutes later command them to tell a caller on the telephone that, 
“my father is not home.” 

We may give speeches about integrity and corporate greed only to 
have pushed our own portfolios in a certain direction through creative 
manipulation. 

And so, the Torah warns us not to forget its principles for ourselves yet 
to teach them to our children. Consistency is the message of the 
moment. For yourself. For your children. For eternity 

If It Makes Sense                         Rabbi Raymond Beyda (Torah.org)

In the Shabbat following Tisha B’Av we always read the Parashah 
Vaeschanan as the Torah portion. Moshe Rabenu a’h continues his 
words of rebuke and encouragement in the last days of his life 
recounting his personal pleas for permission to enter the Land of Israel 
and the events surrounding the gathering of our people around Mount 
Sinai to accept Hashem’s great gift to us – our holy Torah. 

The Talmud [Kiddushin 31a] relates the gentile’s reaction to the Ten 
Commandments. Upon hearing the first two utterances, “I am Hashem 
your G- d” and “You shall have no other gods” they refused the 
commandments. However, when they heard Honor your father and 
mother” they said, “If we honor our flesh and blood parents we must 
honor Hashem even more”. 

Why did they at first reject and then accept? They obviously believed 
in His existence and power. 

The human being’s judgment is clouded by personal prejudice. The Evil 
Inclination uses our biases to lead us to incorrect conclusions. People 
covet their freedom and the right to do whatever they like without 
restrictions. The gentiles did not want to be subjected to rules of 
behavior and demands of responsibility and so they accused Hashem 
of giving the Torah for His own glory and not for the benefit of 
mankind. Their prejudice was reinforced by the fact that they did not 
understand the laws. However, when they heard something that was 
an incontestable fact - even to their biased minds - they accepted the 
whole Torah as true. They easily assimilated the concept that one 
should honor and respect those who gave him or her life and then 
they expanded on that value to gain a greater belief in the Almighty. 

We can use this technique in our lives as well. When one is confronted 
with a religious duty or concept that one finds difficult to understand 
and accept one should search one’s memory bank and review one’s 
own life experiences to locate a similar incident that was easier to 
understand – even if it took hindsight to do so. Think of the flight that 
was missed that turned out to be a disaster or the change in plans that 
was unintentional but that led to unexpected success. When one 
realizes  that life  is  a matter  of   emunah – one  can  expand on  the 

concept to other areas of life and grow closer to Our Creator. 
From the things that do make sense one can learn to accept those 
events that do not.

No Joke Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

One of the longest laughs in radio history occurred during the Jack 
Benny show. Mr. Benny who was notoriously cheap was -late in 
arriving at the studio. His sidekick- straight man asked him why he 
was so late. He told him that he was mugged on the way. The 
questioner continued to wonder how that accounted for such 
extreme lateness. Does it really take that long to be robbed? Jack 
Benny answered in his deliberate manner, “The robber threatened 
me with the ultimatum, “Your money or your life?! And, I was 
thinking…” 

I don’t remember why I got onto this subject but while teaching a 
group of Jewish prisoners I began to describe how monkeys are 
captured in South America. They listened in rapture as I described 
the brilliant methodology of the hunters. They take a coconut and 
hollow it out. They put inside the coconut rice. The coconut with 
the rice is placed in a clearing. The curious primate takes the risk to 
explore what’s inside the coconut. When he discovers the rice he 
places his hand in to remove it. 

The hole on the top of the coconut is calibrated so that the 
monkey can just barely squeeze his hand to get his prize but once 
he makes a fist to grasp it, his hand is now too large to allow him 
to withdraw the rice. He’s stuck at this point trying to figure out 
how he can get his hand out with the rice in his fist. He is not 
clever enough to let go of the rice and pour it into his hand and 
he stubbornly refuses let go of the rice. While he ponders his 
quandary a net is dropped on his head and he is captured for the 
zoo or monkey soup or whatever fate that market-place demands. 

At this point the audience of prisoners broke out into uproarious 
laughter as if I had said the funniest joke. I had no intention to make 
a joke. I didn’t even know what was so funny. I asked one of the 
fellows, “Murray, what’s so funny?” He told me, “That’s how we all 
got here!” There was a second wave of laughter. This time I got it. 

It may not be such an uncommon phenomenon. There are times 
when a person will risk everything, just not to take their hand out of 
the coconut, and let go. That becomes the tragic flaw and at that 
point it’s no joke. 

Finding Energy     Rabbi Chaim Flom (Torah.org)

"I thought that this project was important to you." 

"I don't have the strength for it. It will take three years to 
complete, and I'm only in office for another six months." 

"Then Moshe set aside three cities on the east side of the Jordan 
River..."(Divorim 4:41) The cities of refuge that Moshe designated 
wouldn't take effect until the cities west of the Jordan would also 
be designated. The Kli Yakar points out that very often people are 
reluctant to start projects if they themselves would not be able to 
complete it. Yet Moshe was already told by Hashem that he would 
not live to cross the Jordan. Moshe's love of G-d's mitzvos 
(commandments) always gave him the drive to do them. 

How much energy do you have for mitzvos ?? 


