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Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Robert Berman on the birth of a grandson.

Mr & Mrs Avrom Barr invite the Kehilla to a Kiddush at their home, 1

Parksway, Prestwich, after Davenning this Shabbos to celebrate the

recent birth of their daughter, Rina Libby - Mazel Tov!

The final in a series of three Shiurim by Rabbi Kuppetz on Megillas

Esther takes place this Sunday evening from 9.15-10.00pm  in the

Shul. The first two Shiurim are available to listen to, or download

from the Online Shiurim page of the Shul website.

Kiddush

Megillas Esther Shiurim
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We will be Lehning at approximately 10.15am. There

will be a second Lehning at 2.00pm after the first Minyan for

Mincha.

Please note on the Purim timetable that there will be a third Minyan

for Shacharis at 9.30am for those who may be ... er ... recovering!
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The Breastplate and the Apron Rabbi Berel Wein (Torah.org)

The breastplate/choshen of the High Priest was ordained to be

securely attached to the ceremonial apron/ephod that covered the

body of the High Priest. The Torah specifically mentions that the

breastplate/choshen should not be allowed to slide away from that

apron/ephod. The commentators to Torah discuss the significance of

this rule.

Why is it so important that the breastplate/choshen should remain

attached to the apron/ephod while the High Priest is wearing the

priestly garments? What is the moral message that the Torah wishes to

impart to us by this requirement?

Again, the answers to these questions and the observations of the

great sages of Israel over the ages are varied and many. I have always felt

that the Torah is imparting a message to us, that the spiritual side of

humans – the breastplate/choshen that rests upon the heart, the seat of

human emotion and spirit – is inextricably bound up with the bodily

and physical needs and demands of the human body itself as

represented by the apron/ephod.

The two garments, the breastplate/choshen and the apron/ephod, like

our souls and bodies during our lifetimes are inseparable. The two

opposites - of spirit and physicality are meant to balance and influence

each other.

A human being cannot, in this world, be wholly physical, for, if so, one is

little more than an animal. Nor can humans achieve a fully spiritual state

of existence, for God said to Moses that “no humans can see me and
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The Week Ahead

Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 5.26pm

Candle Lighting and Shabbos 5.34pm

Seder HaLimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur 4.55pm

Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan 1.30pm / 5.25pm

y"w onf seq 9.35am

Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos 5.52pm (Shabbos 5.47pm)

Mincha & Maariv All Week 5.45pm (Late Maariv @ 8.00pm)

Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 6.40pm

live.” It is the integration of these two human traits that creates the main

challenge in our lives and eventually defines us as a Jew and as a human

being.

The Torah abhors schizophrenic behavior. The old slogan of the

Haskala: “Be a Jew at home and a regular person/citizen in the street”

proved to be an unattainable goal. Either the Jew at home had to give

way, which is what most often happened, or the man in the street had

to defer to the homegrown Jew.

The Torah therefore wished to create a whole person who would be

comfortable with one’s Jewishness and mission both at home and in

the street. All Jews, not only the High Priest, have to wear the

breastplate/choshen attached to the apron/ephod; to combine within

one and the same person a physical existence and a spiritual one as

well.

Sunday 7.15am / 8.20am

Monday 6.45am / 7.10am

Purim Times See Above
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Tuesday / Friday 6.45am / 7.20am

mixet Timetablemixet Timetable

Ta’anis Starts 4.58am

Wednesday - xzq` ziprzWednesday - xzq` ziprz

Shacharis 6.30am / 7.00am

Mincha 5.30pm

ziprz seq 6.42pm

Krias Megilla 6.42pm / 8.30pm

Shiur on mixet ipiprShiur on mixet ipipr 6.00pm

Maariv 8.30pm

Thursday - mixetThursday - mixet

Shacharis 6.45am / 8.30am / 9.30am

Krias Megilla 7.30am / 9.05am / 10.05am

Mincha 4.00pm

Yeshivas Mordechai HaTzadik 3.00pm
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1. How much olive oil was put into the ?

2. What was the lacking in the 2nd ?

3. When did the have to be on the forehead of the ?

4. How many threads were attached to the ?

5. How is done?

6. How much is an ?

7. What was ?

H. Who killed ?
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The numerous commandments that the Torah ordains for our

performance in all facets of our lives are meant to help us create a

whole unified person for ourselves. We are to sanctify the mundane

and create spirit where apparently only physicality exists. And, at the

same time, the fact is that in our lifetime we are of this world with all of

the physical limitations that this fact of human existence imposes upon

us.

This duality of purpose and existence is itself the secret of human

society and points to the eternal necessity for God’s guidance and

Torah blessings. In following His tenets we find our whole – inner and

outer – self. In this way we are all entitled to wear the garments of the

High Priest both at home and in the street all the days of our lives.

There is the commandment to wipe out the nation of Amalek,

destroying them without mercy, so that no memory of them ultimately

exists. They have to be permanently erased out of all existence in this

world (See Devarim 25:17-19).

Of all the hostile enemies that the Jewish nation has confronted, the

one singled out as their deadliest foes, their nemesis, is Amalek.

Amalek, grandson of Eisav, arrogantly attacked the nascent Jewish

nation in the wilderness. They met them in Refeidim on route to their

accepting of the Torah at Sinai.

Yehoshua was commanded to fight them as Moshe's arms were

stretched up towards the heavens. Years later, Shaul failed his kingship

by not destroying Amalek, permitting their king Agag to live long

enough to bear an heir. Haman, the resulting descendant, secured the

king's insignia to approve an edict for the genocide of the Jewish

people in the Purim story.

The continual presence of Amalek, their very existence, is so severe

that the name and throne of G-d Himself is not considered complete

Parashas Zochor: Doomsday Amalek
Rabbi Osher Chaim Levene (Torah.org)

until they are obliterated. The memory of them has to be rubbed out.

Why the need for this mitzvah for this nation to be mercilessly targeted

for "utter destruction"? And why was it imperative that no remnant of

their existence be perpetuated?

The answer relates to how Amalek (and their national ideology) are the

incarnation of evil. As the symbolism of sin, they stand diametrically

against everything that G-d desires in the universe. From the outset, their

evil is so concentrated and contaminated that it has to disappear. The

Amalekite Haman, for example, is alluded to in connection with the

primeval sin, the introduction of sin to the world as marked in man's

eating from the Tree of Knowledge in defiance to G-d's instructions.

Amalek is similarly synonymous with

Amalek's battle is a "war against G-d". Their suicidal attack against G- d's

Chosen Nation was to challenge everything related to holiness and

sanctity. (The word karcha, "chanced" you on the way, relates to word

keri, denoting spiritual impurity). In their dispute with G-d, their hostility

boiled over onto the Children of Israel, the selected standard- bearer

of G-dliness in the world. Accordingly, it was up to Israel to go out into

battle in their "war for G-d".

Can one fail to notice how, in the absence of Israel wiping out Amalek,

Amalek later responds similarly with the plan to wipe out Israel? That

was, after all, Haman's aim. He conspired to "destroy, uproot and wipe

out" the Jewish people on one day. DOOMSDAY ISRAEL was

scheduled for 13th Adar.

Of course, this boomeranged as Haman and his sons were hanged and

the Jewish nation survived.

The Avnei Nezer beautifully explains why Amalek is per force doomed

for destruction.

The mission of Amalek was to destroy Israel. It was this insistence to be

present in a universe devoid of Israel that, ironically enough, led to their

wishes being granted.

Creation was formed exclusively for Israel the possessors of Torah, as

symbolized in the word reishis, "first" as alluded to in the Torah's initial

word Bereishis. Take Israel or Torah out of the equation, however, and

the world loses its ability to function. Very plainly, it then ceases to exist.

Judging them how they would like to be found, the national dream of

Amalek to be in a world without Israel will be fulfilled. But not as they

imagined it! Rather, they were effectively writing themselves out of

existence.

Their defeat brings with it the joyous affirmation and celebrating the

eternal nature of the Children of Israel. Furthermore, it facilitates the

Jewish nation to undergo a reinvigorated devotion to Torah and with

the implicit mission of proclaiming G-d in the world.

This mitzvah will only be completed in the future. Amalek – like all evil in

the world – have to be expunged from existence. They are doomed!

Their continuing presence contradicts the goodness of creation and

for the glory of G-d to be manifest in the universe. Thus, their

destruction is certain.

DOOMSDAY AMALEK will result in the Jewish people's redemption.

May that day arrive imminently!


