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Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Maurice Wacks on the occasion of

the Bar Mitzva of their son, Chizkiya, this Shabbos. The Kehilla

is invited to a Kiddush after Davenning in Moor Lane Shul

Hall.

Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Michael (Frenchie) Freedman on the

occasion of the forthcoming Chassuneh of their daughter,

Tzippy to Avi Blachman on Monday.

This Shabbos we Daven Kabolas Shabbos at 6.45pm, next

week it will be at 6.30pm.

Mincha & Maariv all week will be at the earlier time of

7.35pm.

The children’s Shabbos Group takes place this Shabbos.

The Rov will be giving the first of a three part series of

Hashkofa Shiurim pre-Rosh HaShana this Wednesday evening

at 9.15pm. The remaining Shiurim take place next

Wednesday and the following.

Rebbetzen Fruma Altusky (Rav Scheinberg’s daughter) will be

giving a Shiur for Ladies this Sunday evening on the subject

of Elul and relationships. The Shiur takes place in the Shul hall

at 8.30pm.

At the end of almost a year of Shabbos Group for children,

one of the leaders is leaving for Sem in Israel. The Shul would

like to take this opportunity to say thank you for the

wonderful work she has done in founding and running the

Shul Shabbos group and wish her Hatzlocho for her year in

Sem.

Minyanim Times

Children’s Shabbos Group

New Shiurim Series

Ladies Shiur

Thank You!

The Torah's Path to Justice Rabbi Berel Wein (Torah.org)

This is the ‘law and order’ parsha of the Torah, so to speak.

Implicit in studying it is the realization of the delicate balance

between an ordered society, with some restraints on personal

freedom and expression, and, on the other hand, a society of

complete personal freedom but also of anarchy and chaos.

The judges and police that the Torah commands and authorizes
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are to be the arbiters that decide the rules of society and the

acceptable behavior of its citizens. But, they are merely the

enforcers of the law. It is the citizenry itself that sets the limits and

mores of the society.

As we have recently seen, thousands of police cannot, by

themselves, stop looting, rioting and other forms of social

mayhem. There has to be an agreed upon social imperative

within the society to make for order. Traffic flows because there

is an unwritten but nevertheless binding agreement among

drivers to observe traffic signals and stop lights.

Police can be a deterrent to law breakers but police do not

guarantee a civil or lawful society. Eventually all societies based

purely upon police power falter and fail. Again, witness what is

happening in the countries that surround us. Police states cannot

control beliefs, ideas and human longings. These eventually rise

to the fore, unfortunately many times violently and in revolution,

and assert themselves to be stronger than the power of the

police state. Police are only valid as the enforcers of the public

will. When they overstep that boundary they can become a very

negative force in society.

The Torah bids judges and courts to rule fairly, justly and

righteously. There is no judge in the world that enters the

courtroom without personal prejudices and preconceived

beliefs. Yet, the Torah still demands that this judge, burdened by

this weight, weigh the matters before him fairly and decently.

The pursuit of true justice is a never ending one.

The rabbis of the Talmud advised us to choose a court that has

the established reputation for being fair, just and wise. The

Talmud lists for us courts and judges that met this description in

the early centuries of the Common Era. Being a judge is always a
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The Week Ahead

Candle Lighting and Shabbos Between 6.45pm and 7.10pm

Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 6.45pm

Seder HaLimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan 6.00pm / 7.42pm

Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur 8.12pm

y"w onf seq 9.43am

Sunday 1st/2nd Minyan 7.15am / 8.20am

Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos 6.30pm (Shabbos 7.26pm)

Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 8.47pm

Mincha & Maariv All Week 7.35pm (Late Maariv @ 10.00pm)7.35pm (Late Maariv @ 10.00pm)

7.20amTuesday / Wednesday / Friday
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7.10amMonday / Thursday
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1. Not only may one not take a bribe to pervert justice, but

not even ... ?

2. Under which condition will the son of a king reign after him?

3. Three parts of a domesticated animal must be given to a

after . Which three, and give a reason.

4. What type of is referred to here?

5. Which punishment is given to a person who refuses to

obey a from a ?

6. “By the of two witnesses.” What does this come

to exclude?

7. On which days of the week may you start a siege around

a Gentile city?

H. . Where does the comma go?
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lonely, difficult position. No one will be completely satisfied

with a judge’s decision. There always are perceived slights and

injustices that occur in all legal proceedings.

The Torah bids all of us - judges, litigants, witnesses and the

general public – to somehow rise above these inescapable

human failings and continue to pursue justice and righteousness

as best we can. The prophet challenges us “to create justice.” All

human creations have an element of imperfection incorporated

within them. We should not allow the presence of this

unavoidable imperfection to cloud our general view of the

necessity for the pursuit of justice to continue.

Judges may falter and be found wanting, but the Torah’s

insistence upon the rule of justice and right in society is never

ending. Both judges and police when set upon the Torah’s path

of pursuing justice and a moral society fulfill a vital role in society

and government.

In an era when political opinions are so clearly aggrandized --

one is pigeonholed as liberal or conservative, a rightist or leftist -

- this week's portion shines a new perspective on right and

wrong, and even left and right.

In describing the importance of following the advice of our

sages, the Torah uses an interesting expression. "Do not stray

from the path of their counsel, neither to the left or to the right."

The Talmud espouses the faith we are to have in the wisdom of

the sages by explaining: "Even if they tell you that left is right and

right is left, and surely when they tell you that right is right and left

is left."

I was always puzzled by the interpretation. Theological insights

into events are subject to interpretations as varied as the eye-

colors of the viewers. Even rabbinical conjectures can be

objectively understood from varied perspectives and lifestyles.

But direction? How can we misconstrue directional accuracy?

Either something is right or it is left.

Left, Right & The Politics of Misconstruction
Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

Back in the old country, a notorious miser was castigated

by members of his community, for his lack of involvement in
charitable endeavors. He was urged to begin inviting the poor
to his home. He was even advised of how good the mitzvah
would make him feel.

Reluctantly, the next Friday afternoon he gave his son a few
coins and told him to buy the cheapest piece of fish. He warned
him not to spend more than an amount that would buy the
lowest quality fish. He also cautioned him to buy it just before
the shop was to close for the Sabbath when the price was sure
to be at it's lowest. He was not to worry about freshness or
appearance, just size and price. The son did exactly as he was
told and brought back an excellent bargain: a large fish,
thoroughly rancid.

Pleased with his purchase, the miser went to synagogue that
evening and was proud to invite a pauper to his home. For the
first time in memory he had a stranger actually eat with him.
True to what he had been told, he really did feel wonderful. The
beggar didn't. His weak stomach could not take the putrid fish
and he became seriously ill.

That Monday, the miser went with his son to visit the ailing
beggar in the community ward of the local hospital. When the
poor soul died of food poisoning, he proudly attended the
funeral. He even paid his respects to the relatives who sat shiva
at their hovel.

Upon leaving the home of the mourners, the miser remarked
proudly to his son, “Isn't it wonderful that we got involved with
this beggar? Look how many mitzvos we have already
performed. And it didn't even cost us more than a few pennies!"

Often, perceptions of right and wrong are discerned, formulated,

and executed according to a warped sense of justice. Personal

perspectives, attitudes, and experiences greatly influence our Torah-

values and attitudes. Political correctness often hampers proper

rebuke. Is it that we would not want to offend an overt transgressor

or do we just not want to get involved? Does overzealous rebuke

stem from our concern for the word of Hashem? Or are we just

upset at the individual because we have a debt to settle with him?

When we see a definitive right and left, perhaps we are looking from

the wrong angle. It may very well be that our right is the Torah's left,

and the same is true of the reverse.

We are told to follow our sages whether they tell us that right is left

and left is right. In a confusing world, they may be the only ones who

really know which way is east.
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משה היטב יורוך שמאֹל

מֹלך ראשית תמים יבחר

נחֹלה גבוֹל נביא עגֹלה
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