
See What Can Be Seen

Reb Chaim Soloveichik ztl. wired the Chofetz Chaim ztl. to
come to St. Petersburg immediately for an emergency
meeting with the sages of the generation to discuss and
remedy a decree by the government that rabbis are

Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

See I place before you today blessing and curse. The blessing
that you listen to the commandments of HASHEM your G-d that I
command you today, and the curse if you do not listen to the
commandments of HASHEM your G-d and you turn away from
the path that I command you today to go after other gods that
you did not know. (Devarim 11:26-2)
These words are spoken to the entire Nation of Israel, at the very
end of a forty year term in the desert. Two distinct mountains
were on open display. Mount Grizim is plush, rich, and flowering
with the promise of life. Mount Eivil in stark contrast is
conspicuously barren and empty. This visual aid is employed to
etch into the psyche of the assembled the lesson of remaining
loyal to the task and mission of Torah and Mitzvos. In the
recording of the event Moshe refers to that day as- “today”.
What’s so special about that day? Every day he spoke was also a
“today”. Why was that day worthy of a title for all time “today”?
The Ohr HaChaim answers that that day they were capable of
understanding his lesson based on the statement of the sages, “A
person does not stand on (truly grasp) the knowledge- opinion
of his teacher until after forty years” (Avodah Zara 5B).
That means that now after forty years they can begin to truly
comprehend what Moshe had told them back then. Why does it
take forty years? Were these not brilliant people? Surely they
understood what Moshe had spoken to them and they
followed along all that time. Why is now the teachable moment
for anchoring this all-time lesson?

The Week Ahead
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Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 7.00pm

Candle Lighting and Shabbos Between 7.15pm and 7.45pm
Seder HaLimud 8.40am
Shacharis 9.00am

Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan 6.00pm / 8.00pm
Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur 8.30pm
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Mazel Tov to Dr & Mrs Leon Bernstein on the occasion of the
Aufruf this Shabbos of their son, Simon, and the forthcoming
Chassuneh on Monday.

Early Mincha This Shabbos
Please note that this week we will be davening Mincha & Kabbolas
Shabbos at the earlier time of 7.00pm.

We wish farewell to Mr & Mrs Richard Stanton and family who are
moving to London.

required to be certified with a secular education.
Since the train left once a day the Chofetz Chaim had wait
many hours before departing. During the time of preparing
and waiting to leave he walked about with a somber face
and tears in his eyes. He was asked, “Is it such a disaster for
rabbis to need a fourth grade secular education?”
The Chofetz Chaim answered, “If we look into the near future
we can foresee frightening consequences to the Torah.
Think of what happened with choosing Shochtim (one who
slaughters animals in in a way obedient to the laws of
Kosher). It used to be that a Shochet was chosen for his fear
of G-d, his knowledge of the laws of Shechita, and his
expertise in slaughtering animals. If, in addition, if he had a
good voice and could lead the prayers on the High Holy
Days and sing at weddings, it was all the better. But in recent
times with the decrease in learning and fear of G-d, the
priorities have been reversed.. The Shochet is chosen
because of his voice; the other qualifications have become
secondary. The same thing is liable to happen with selection
of rabbis. Secular education will become the main
qualification, and the requirement of Torah scholarship will
become secondary.”
Just to be able measure how prescient were the words of the
Chofetz Chaim more than seventy years ago, when we read the
story, many of us are no doubt left wondering quietly within our
heads, “What’s so bad about that?”
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Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 9.05pm

7.10amMonday / Thursday
7.00amTuesday / Wednesday yceg y`x
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7.15am / 8.20amSunday 1st/2nd Minyan

lel` oikxan zay

7.20amFriday
Mincha & Maariv All Week 7.45pm (Late Maariv @ 10.00pm)

Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos 6.45pm (Shabbos 7.42pm)
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1. Are the mountains of and near to, or far from
the ?

2. In which way(s) is blood compared to water?
3. Which barbaric act did R’ Akiva see?
4. The instructs is not to touch an animal carcass.

When does this apply?
5.
6. What should you also do to your Jewish maidservant?
7. For how many days must one eat ?
H. What will be made out of precious stones?

How much should one give to the poor?
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Now we can understand even the emotion of Moshe’s appeal.
With the wisdom of perfect hindsight, based on forty-years of
empirical observation, “today” you can best verify the validity of
the value of all you have heard. Those who did not made it this far
deviated from the proven path and dead-ended in the desert.
Those who have survived to this point have made it for one
reason alone. This generation, poised now to enter the
“Promised Land”, must project into the future and see what can
be seen!

In this week’s portion, the Torah allows us to partake in our
material desires, but only according to Torah proscriptions. The
Torah clearly allows the consumption of meat, albeit with a few
caveats. The Torah states “If the place that Hashem, your God,
will choose to place His Name will be far from you, you may
slaughter from your cattle and your flocks that Hashem has given
you, as I have commanded you, and you may eat in your cities
according to your heart's entire desire. Even as the deer and the
ayal are eaten, so may you eat it, the contaminated one and the
pure one may eat it together: Only be strong not to eat the
blood -- for the blood, it is the nefesh -- and you shall not eat the
nefesh with the meat” (Deuteronomy 12:21-23).
Nefesh has various meanings, simply stated it is the life force of
the animal — perhaps what we would call “the soul of the
matter.” Clearly, the consumption of blood is a despicable act in
the Torah view (a fact conveniently overlooked by the centuries
of libelers who had us drinking, mixing, baking and cooking with
it.) In addition, the process of extricating all blood from the
animal is clearly and intricately defined through the Talmud and
Shulchan Aruch. However, delineating the prohibition as one of
combining the consumption of the nefesh with the meat surely
goes beyond the prohibition of eating or drinking blood.
Surely there is a deeper connotation to the prohibition of the
strange concoction of nefesh and meat.

The Meat of the Matter Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

Rav Yehuda Laib Chasman was considered to be one of the
luminaries of the mussar movement. Before he immersed
himself completely in the world of Torah and mussar, he had
a business that sold flour to bakers. He would devote a
portion of his day to his business and the remaining time he
would spend at the famed Talmud Torah of Kelm under the
tutelage of Rabbi Simcha Zissel Ziv, the illustrious Alter of
Kelm. One day on the way into the Yeshiva, Rav Ziv called
Reb Yehuda Laib over to the side and pointed to the white

powder that covered the sleeve of his jacket. Rabbi
Chasman took this observation to be a clear moralistic
evaluation.
“Rabbi Ziv is pointing out that the flour is becoming part of
me. If it is already all over my garments, and it is still with me
when I leave my store, then it has become too much a part
of me.”
With that, he made a personal decision that changed his life
completely. He returned home, and figured out together
with his wife that the amount of their current assets would
more than cover any outstanding debts and allow them to
sustain themselves. They sold the business, and Rabbi
Chasman enrolled full-time at the Volozhiner Yeshiva,
eventually emerging the great luminary whom we all revere.
Some of us like meat: whether it is the actual beef or the
proverbial materialistic affairs in which we indulge. And that’s OK
to a point. After all, we are only human.
But the Torah tells us to be careful to separate the soul from the
meat. The holy from the mundane. It wants us to understand that
other than the quest for the prime rib, which we wish to
consume, there are more noble pursuits that should consume
us. Therefore, the Torah tells us to clearly delineate the
difference and tells us that although we may indulge in worldly
pleasure we should be careful not to allow the soul to become
devoured with the meat. Thus, it clearly commands, “Do not eat
the nefesh with the meat.” A good meal is totally permissible. It
even lifts the spirit. However, materialistic indulgences as such
should surely never become our obsession or sole desire. For
then, it will become part of our nefesh. It will become
tantamount to our soul desire.
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