
    

d`x zyxt zay – 30th August 2008

Kiddush This Week
There will be a kiddish after davenning this week for Shabbos 
mevorchim which is sponsored by Stephen Weider.

Preparing for Rosh Hashana
The shul is delighted to 
announce a series of three 
shiurim to be given by Rabbi 
Angel `‰hily on the subject of 
‘Preparing for Rosh Hashana’.

The first shiur will be held next 
Sunday, (7th Sept) at 8.00pm 
after aixrn. The further shiurim 
will be held on the 14th and 

21st September in the shul after aixrn. Men and ladies are welcome to 
attend

The Meat Of The Matter      Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

In this week’s portion, the Torah allows us to partake in our material 
desires, but only according to Torah proscriptions. The Torah clearly 
allows the consumption of meat, albeit with a few caveats. The Torah 
states “If the place that Hashem, your God, will choose to place His 
Name will be far from you, you may slaughter from your cattle and your 
flocks that Hashem has given you, as I have commanded you, and you 
may eat in your cities according to your heart's entire desire. Even as 
the deer and the ayal are eaten, so may you eat it, the contaminated 
one and the pure one may eat it together: Only be strong not to eat 
the blood -- for the blood, it is the nefesh -- and you shall not eat the 
nefesh with the meat” (Deuteronomy 12:21-23).

Nefesh has various meanings, simply stated it is the life force of the
animal — perhaps what we would call “the soul of the matter.” Clearly, 
the consumption of blood is a despicable act in the Torah view (a fact 
conveniently overlooked by the centuries of libelers who had us 
drinking, mixing, baking and cooking with it.) In addition, the process of 
extricating all blood from the animal is clearly and intricately defined 
through the Talmud and Shulchan Aruch. However, delineating the 
prohibition as one of combining the consumption of the nefesh with 
the meat surely goes beyond the prohibition of eating or drinking 
blood.

Surely there is a deeper connotation to the prohibition of the strange 
concoction of nefesh and meat.

Rav Yehuda Laib Chasman was considered to be one of the 
luminaries of the mussar movement. Before he immersed himself 
completely in the world of Torah and mussar, he had a business 
that sold flour to bakers. He would devote a portion of his day to 
his business and the remaining time he would spend at the famed 
Talmud Torah of Kelm under the tutelage of Rabbi Simcha Zissel 
Ziv, the illustrious Alter of Kelm. One day on the way into the 
Yeshiva, Rav Ziv called Reb Yehuda Laib over to the side and 
pointed to the white powder that covered the sleeve of his jacket. 

Rabbi Chasman took this observation to be a clear moralistic 
evaluation.

“Rabbi Ziv is pointing out that the flour is becoming part of me. 
If it is already all over my garments, and it is still with me when I 
leave my store, then it has become too much a part of me.”

With that, he made a personal decision that changed his life 
completely. He returned home, and figured out together with 
his wife that the amount of their current assets would more 
than cover any outstanding debts and allow them to sustain 
themselves. They sold the business, and Rabbi Chasman 
enrolled full-time at the Volozhiner Yeshiva, eventually 
emerging the great luminary whom we all revere.

Some of us like meat: whether it is the actual beef or the 
proverbial materialistic affairs in which we indulge. And that’s OK 
to a point. After all, we are only human.

But the Torah tells us to be careful to separate the soul from the 
meat. The holy from the mundane. It wants us to understand that 
other than the quest for the prime rib, which we wish to consume, 
there are more noble pursuits that should consume us. Therefore, 
the Torah tells us to clearly delineate the difference and tells us that 
although we may indulge in worldly pleasure we should be careful 
not to allow the soul to become devoured with the meat. Thus, it 
clearly commands, “Do not eat the nefesh with the meat.” A good 
meal is totally permissible. It even lifts the spirit. However, 
materialistic indulgences as such should surely never become our 
obsession or sole desire. For then, it will become part  of our 
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nefesh. It will become tantamount to our soul desire.

Reeh        Rabbi Yaakov Menken (Torah.org)

"When HaShem your G-d has cut off the nations from before you, 
those whom you are going there to inherit, and you succeed them and 
dwell in their land; guard yourself lest you be trapped into following  
them, after  they are destroyed from before you, to ask, 'how did 
these nations serve their gods? I will do the same.' You shall not do this 
to Hashem your G-d..." [12:29-31] 
The Torah tells us that we are not to follow idolatrous practices. The 
Ramban [Nachmonides] says in his commentary that this passage is not 
talking about idol worship - but about using the methods used to serve 
idols, to serve G-d.

In general, we may look at the laws of idol worship, and congratulate 
ourselves on how well we're doing. Though I might have trouble with 
other commandments, I really can't recall bowing down to a statue, or 
serving up an offering to one!

But in the eyes of our Sages, there are many other practices that have 
the "scent" of idolatry, even if they aren't the real thing:

"Anyone who looks away from giving charity, is as if he served idols" 
[Talmud Kesubos 68a]. What is their proof? Our parsha! The Torah says, 
"Guard yourself lest there be a lowly thing within your heart..." [15:9], 
and earlier, "Men have gone out, lowly persons from among you, and 
have drawn the inhabitants of their city to idolatry" [13:14]. Just like the 
latter case is discussing idolatry, so too the former.

And there are other cases, such as "Anyone who has the trait of 
haughtiness, is as if he served idols" [Talmud Sota 4b], and "Anyone 
who mocks the holidays, is as if he served idols" [Talmud Pesachim 
118a].

What do these three have in common? A rejection of G-d's influence 
on our lives, our connection to G-d. Obviously, one who mocks the 
holidays is rejecting these "remembrances of our departure from 
Egypt," the time when G-d established His eternal relationship with the 
Jewish people. One who fails to give charity expresses his belief that 
he has earned his money, and he can keep it - ignoring the truth that 
success is never guaranteed, and depends entirely upon G-d, Who has 
commanded us to give His money to others. Finally, one who is 
haughty and proud cannot have a full recognition of G-d; if he realized 
how small he was in comparison, how could he be so proud?

So what do we learn from this? That when we lose sight of G-d, and 
place too much emphasis on our own, human accomplishments, that 
may not be idolatry - but it's certainly a step in the wrong direction. 
Why did I think about this, this week? Actually, it's related to current 
events, which I usually avoid discussing here. The Lifeline usually isn't a 
controversial piece (and I hope it isn't this time; I hope you agree). But I 
was really bothered by recent news, and recent articles.

How should we react to the following: We find a child with a special 
skill. We encourage him or her to develop that skill, by practicing for 
several hours each day. We may even place the child in a special 
school in order that more hours can be spent on practice. Is this a 
good thing?

Maybe so - it depends on the skill. If a child is a musical protege and 
loves music, then even if he (or she) will not be the next Yitzchak 
Perlman, he will still enjoy playing an instrument, generating music for a 
lifetime. We can debate whether it's worthwhile, but who knows how 
the child might benefit from the skill and discipline acquired?

But what if we insist that all the training is to perfect the body for a few 
days of competition? And all the training is not in order to find and 
develop one's true potential, but in order to demonstrate one's 
superiority to the others - by winning? And what if we work the child 
to the point of injury - and beyond - in order to win?

Obviously, that's insane. Obviously, we should condemn this abuse. 
Obviously, we should... applaud with the full volume of international 

hysteria every few years. Welcome to the Olympics. I need to put 
in an important disclaimer here. I do not mean to criticize the 
young athletes who have trained since early childhood. It's not 
their fault. The system, the coaches, and the parents - are ill.

How did I hear about this? [Promise - I didn't watch the Olympics.] 
Because a local Jewish journal ran an article on Kerri Strug, who 
ensured a gold medal for the U.S. Women's gymnastics team. 
How? By performing a terrific vault on a severely injured leg -
further damaging her leg in the process. She accepted the gold 
medal wearing a cast, and will quite possibly never vault again. Yet 
the tenor of the article was "didn't this Jewish girl do a wonderful 
thing?"

No. I mean, yes she did something truly admirable, demonstrating 
real selflessness and dedication. But something is truly wrong with 
a system that called upon her to do something quite so insane. 
Because she succeeded, she's worth $10-15 million in 
endorsements (no exaggeration). Had she collapsed a second 
earlier, she would have been "worth" much less in the eyes of the 
advertisers, perhaps not enough even to pay for the surgery to 
repair her leg.

And when I spoke with others about this, and read a few more 
articles, I discovered stories about other athletes, so badly injured 
that they were forced out of sports altogether - long before 
reaching their day in the lights.

I could not help but recall the Medrash about the Tower of Bavel 
(Babel). The Medrash says that the people were so involved with 
the building that if a brick fell, they cried - but if a person fell and 
was killed, they didn't cry. To them, the building was far more 
important than the people. What is important in the Olympics? 
Physical fitness? Sportsmanship? People doing their best? Or 
winning the gold medal - at any cost - leaving the losers in tears?

Now in comparison, how should we react to those individuals 
who are so dedicated to Torah, Judaism, G-d and the Jewish 
people, that they study Torah for ten hours (or more) each day? 
Do we see mainstream Jewish journals celebrating the growth of 
day schools and advanced Talmudic institutes, which are ensuring 
the Jewish future while attaching their students to that which is of 
Eternal value? Or are we treated to articles by Jewish "leaders" 
who call these schools useless?

Fortunately - I hope - we know better. We know what is 
destructive, and we also know what has eternal value. We know 
who we truly admire - those who work to acquire Torah and 
Jewish learning, for "it is a tree of life to those who grasp it."

Opportunity for Blessing    Rabbi Chaim Flom (Torah.org)

"I'm so happy!! I did exactly what daddy wanted!!"

When there were no esrogim one Succos in Vilna, a man told 
Rabbi Eliyahu Kramer, the Vilna Gaon, that he would procure one 
for the rabbi, if the rabbi would give him the Heavenly merits of 
that mitzva (commandment). The Vilna Gaon jumped at the deal, 
and said "Now I can do the mitzva only because Hashem wants 
me to do it and not because of any reward!!"

"I (G-d) am placing before you a blessing and a curse. The 
blessing, you will listen to the mitzvos ..." (Divorim 11:26-7). The 
Abarbanel says that doing the mitzva itself (aside from Heavenly 
rewards) is a blessing!!

We have so many opportunities for blessings, let's not squander 
them!!

Have a great Shabbos!!


