
    

`az ik zyxt zay – 20th September 2008

New Shiur Launched
We are delighted to announce that Eliezer Wolfson will be giving a 
Mishnayos zekxa shiur every weekday morning, 20 minutes before 
zixgy.

Mazel Tov
Mazel Tov to Avi Dresner, son of Mr & Mrs Danny Dresner on the 
ocassion of his engagement to Charelle David.
Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Charles Birsk on the birth of a baby boy.

dcia` zayd
We have a bed cushion and a kitchen chair cushion left in the Beis 
Hamedrash since Tisha B’Av. They can be found on the window sill. If 
they belong to you, or you know who they belong to, please claim 
them.

Pruzbul Forms Available
The Rov has a number of pruzbul forms available for members to use. If 
you require one, please take one from the Rov’s shtender, complete
and return it to the Beis Din.

New Shul Update
The building committee have recently lodged a planning application for 
the new shul building. We expect permission to be granted within a 
couple of months and will be seeking to start building work in January.

Impression of the main Beis Hamedrash of the new shul

Man's Search for Meaning Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

This week's portion discusses the entry into the land of Israel and the 
responsibilities that are intrinsically tied with its inheritance. There are 
countless blessing mentioned that follow a Torah lifestyle and 
unfortunately myriad curses when those values are abandoned.

But after the litany of blessing and curses, Moshe tells the nation, "you 
have seen everything that Hashem did before your eyes in the land of 
Egypt to Pharaoh and all his servants and to all the land. Your eyes 
beheld the great signs and wonders, but Hashem did not give you a 

heart to comprehend, eyes to see, or ears to hear until this day" 
(Deuteronomy 29:2-3). Moshe was obviously referring to the day 
that the Jews received a Torah comprehension of events. But it 
defies logic. After all, what does one need to understand about 
wonders? Water turning to blood, supernatural invasions of wild 
animals, locusts, and fire-filled hail need no rocket scientist to 
fathom G-d's power. Surely the splitting of the sea is as amazing an 
event that will marvel one's eyes and stir the senses of any people.

What then does Moshe mean when he tells the nation that Hashem 
"did not give you a heart to comprehend, eyes to see, or ears to 
hear until this day" ?

Rav Noach Weinberg, dean of Aish HaTorah Institutions, tells the 
story of the young man who came to him in search of spiritual 
meaning.

The young man entered the portals of Yeshiva Aish HaTorah for 
a few days and then decided to leave the yeshiva in his quest 
for spiritual meaning across the Land of Israel. The student 
stopped at synagogues in Meah Shearim, visited the holy sites 
in Tiberias and Tzefat, and after two weeks of spiritual-hunting 
returned to Jerusalem and headed straight back to the Yeshiva.

"Rabbi Weinberg," he exclaimed. "I spent two weeks in 
travelling the length and breadth of Israel in search of 
spirituality, and I want you to know that I found absolutely 
nothing!"

Rabbi Weinberg just nodded. "You say you traveled the entire 
country and did not find any spirituality?"

Continued Overleaf
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"Yes sir," came the resounding reply. "None whatsoever!"

"Let me ask you," continued the Rabbi, "how did you find the 
Bafoofsticks?"

"Bafoofsticks?" countered the student. What's a Bafoofstick?"

"That's not the point," responded the rabbi, "I just want to know 
how you feel about them."

"About what?

"The Bafoofsticks"

The young man looked at the rabbi as if he had lost his mind. He 
tried to be as respectful as he could under the circumstances. 
"Rabbi!" he exclaimed in frustration, "I'd love to tell you how the 
Bafoofsticks were. I'd even spend the whole day discussing 
Bafoofsticks with you, but frankly I have no idea what in the world 
is a Bafoofstick!" Rabbi Weinberg smiled. He had accomplished his 
objective. "Tell me," he said softly. "And you know what spirituality 
is?"
Moshe explains to the nation that it is possible to be mired in miracles 
and still not comprehend the greatness that surrounds you. One can 
experience miraculous revelations but unless he focuses his heart and 
mind he will continue to lead his life uninspired as before.

In fact, even blessings need to be realized. In offering blessing the 
Torah tells us, "the blessings will be upon you and they will reach you" 
(Deuteronomy 28:2). If blessings are upon us of course they reach you! 
Why the redundancy? Once again the Torah teaches us that it is 
possible to be surrounded by blessing and not realize it. There are 
people who are surrounded by health, wealth, and great fortune, but 
their lives are permeated in misery. They have the blessing, but it has 
not reached them.

We need more than physical or even spiritual blessing. We need more 
than experiencing miraculous events. It is not enough to see miracles or 
receive the best of fortune. We must bring them into our lives and into 
our souls. Then we will be truly blessed.

Lifeline                                                   Rabbi Yaakov Menken (Torah.org)

"In compensation for your failure to [lit. that you did not] serve HaShem 
your G-d with joy and with happiness of heart, from an abundance of 
all." [28:47] 

There are terrible calamities prophesied in this week's reading. Why will 
these tragedies occur? The Torah tells us: because we, the Nation of 
Israel, will fail to feel joy in all the blessings which G-d gives us, and will 
not infuse that joy into our performance of His Commandments, into 
our conduct towards G-d. Maimonides in the Laws of Lulav (the palm 
frond taken during the holiday of Sukkos) (8:14) says that the joy which 
a person takes in doing the Mitzvos, and in love of the A-lmighty who 
Commanded us to do them, is a great service of G-d. A crucial 
element of our relationship with the Divine must be a feeling of joy and 
gratitude for all that G-d gives us every day. 

Earlier in the parsha, we see that there is a Mitzvah to be happy, as part 
of the Commandment to bring the First Fruits to the Temple: "And you 
shall rejoice in all the good which HaShem your G-d has given to you 
and to your family..." [26:11] The Chumash Rav Peninim asks: how can 
there be such a Commandment? If HaShem gives a person all he 
needs, and he comes to the Temple with his offering, of course he will 
be happy - he's been given something to rejoice about. If, on the other 
hand, a person is impoverished and starving, then he has no land or no 
produce to offer, and thus this Mitzvah will not apply to him. So to 
whom does it apply? 

Rabbi Asher Rubenstein of Jerusalem offered the following example: 

Imagine a farmer who owns a few acres of land, who works 
throughout the year, harvests his crop, produces his bread from start to 
finish and feeds his family. He's happy, because he has all that he 
needs. As the Chapters of the Fathers tell us, "Who is wealthy? He who 
is happy with his lot." Now, before he can take advantage of that crop, 

the Torah tells him to take his First Fruits off to Jerusalem. So he 
packs his bags, saddles his donkey, puts a few loaves and a few 
clusters of grapes in a big basket, and heads off -- happy to go to 
Jerusalem, rejoicing in the Mitzvah he is going to perform. 

He reaches the main highway to Jerusalem, and the entire roadway 
is blocked. One huge carriage after another is going by, each led 
by a team of white horses. One is laden with grapes as big as 
plums, another with huge loaves of bread whose fragrance fills the 
air. And all of it belongs to one wealthy man, sitting in his carriage 
in the middle of it all, who owns hundreds of acres and whose 
hired help did all the work. 

The farmer looks down at his bag, and now he's not so happy any 
more. Is anything different? Has anything changed? Nothing has 
changed -- except his heart. Now he's seen what someone else 
has, and his joy has been replaced by jealousy. This is what the 
Mitzvah is all about. 

Every person is obligated to say, "the entire world was created for 
me." This does not mean that we should be given everything in the 
world - but that the world is here to answer to our unique needs 
and to help us to grow as individuals. Whatever a person needs, 
HaShem gives him. 

We introduce tremendous sorrow into our lives when we start to 
compare ourselves to others. Other people are wealthier, more 
capable physically, and more intelligent than us. Unless Bill Gates 
signed up for Lifeline in the last week, we can assume that each of 
these is true for every reader. And our problem is that we start to 
live by comparison, thinking that we could be someone other than 
who we are. 

Have you ever dreamed about being able to fly? It's probably safe 
to say that most of us have, at one time or another, imagined what 
it would be like to breeze through the sky - especially when sitting 
in bad traffic. 

But, on the other hand, have you ever been consumed with 
jealousy because the bird outside your window can fly, and you 
can't? Have you railed against fate (G-d) that you weren't born a 
bird? Doubtful, right? I remember a children's film about a man 
who wished he could become a fish, which he eventually did. 
One of the childish delights of the movie was thinking about this 
poor guy who wanted to be a fish. I mean, especially with all the 
pollution today, would you like to live in the water? 

Our problem is that we look at other people, and we imagine we 
could be like them. Not that we would want to be them, but we 
want the same things that they have. With birds, we don't have this 
problem. We know that we are more advanced than birds, and 
have many capabilities we'd never give away in exchange for a pair 
of wings. But we look at other people, and only imagine that they 
are superior to us in one of many ways. 

So let us not look at what others have - because it is jealousy 
which stands in the way, when otherwise we would recognize the 
obvious: G-d gives us and sends us everything we need, and we 
have everything. Let us rejoice in all the good! 

`az ik Statistics
o 50th of the 54 sedras 7th of 11 in D'varim
o Written on 233 lines in a Sefer Torah (rank: 13)
o 21 Parshiyot; 5 open, 16 closed (ranks 7th, tied with 

Vayikra and Va'etchanan)
o 122 p'sukim ranks 17th (2nd in D'varim) Same number as 

Vayakhel & Va'etchanan; Ki Tavo is larger than Vayakhel, 
smaller than Va'etchanan

o 1747 words ranks 16th (2nd in D'varim) Same as Ekev. 
Ekev is a bit larger than Ki Tavo

o 6811 letters ranks 15th (4th in D'varim) P'sukim are longer 
than average for the Torah, short for D'varim


