
     

mixac zyxt zay – 9th August 2008

Tisha B’Av Shiurim

The Rov will be giving a two part shiur on the subject of Churban Beis 
HaMikdosh over Shabbos and Tisha B’Av. 
The shiur will focus on gemoro :dp sc oihib. The first part will be held
on Shabbos at 9.00pm. Part two follows after the first Minyan for 
Mincha on Tisha B’Av at 2.30pm

Reminder

Members should remember to bring their Tisha B’Av shoes (and kinnos) 
to shul before Shabbos so that they can be changed before Maariv.

Mazel Tov

Mazel Tov to Judge & Mrs Knopf on the birth of a grandson.

Kiddush This Week

There will be a kiddush this week co-sponsored by Stephen Mills on 
the ocassion of the yahrzeit of his father in the coming week, and 
Family Wacks on the ocassion of the recent Bar Mitzva of Chanina in 
Israel.
We wish Stephen Mills mini zkix` and Family Wacks aeh lfn.

Time for Holidays!

We’re nearly in the post-Tisha B’Av holiday getaway season when many 
of the kehillo will be away from town.
We take this opportunity to request that people who are in town 
during this period make every effort to support the Shul minyanim.

Tisha B’Av Halachos

As Tisha B’Av this year commences after Shabbos, the Rov wanted to  
remind members of a number of halachos specific to this situation.
All dinim of Tisha B’Av commence at 8.48pm (the time of dwqtd)
except for the wearing of leather shoes and sitting on low chairs. These 
two dinim commence after Shabbos at 9.48pm.

Before changing one’s shoes or doing any other melocho activity 
(turning on lights etc) one should say legl ycew oia licand jexa. 
Although havdolo is not said after Shabbos, epzppeg dz` is added 
into the dcinr and the brocho of y`d ixe`n `xea is said on seeing 
a lighted candle.
When making havdolo on Sunday night, only otbd ixt `xea and
licand zkxa are said. One should not eat before making havdolo.

The Usual Suspects        Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

This week’s portion discusses an array of issues, among them 
entering and conquering of the land of Canaan, which was to 
occur shortly. The lands that the Israelites passed on their quest to 
conquer Canaan were inhabited by various tribes and nations: 
some of them Israel was allowed to conquer, while other lands 
were forbidden.

Even while nearing Canaan, there were nations the Israelites were 
warned not to provoke or attack.

Moshe tells the people, "Hashem said to me, 'You shall not distress 
Moab, and you shall not provoke war with them, for I shall not give 
you an inheritance from their land. For to the children of Lot have I 
given Ar as an inheritance. The Emim dwelled there previously, a 
great and populous people, and tall as the giants. They, too, were 
considered Rephaim, like the giants; and the Moabites called them 
Emim.'" (Deuteronomy 2:10-11).

There seems  to be an important discussion about the land of the 
Giants. Moshe refers to the Emim, who live in the land that was 
allocated to Avraham's nephew Lot. The verse seems to extend 
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itself by explaining that the people living there are not Rephaim, r ather 
they are Emim, who are often referred to as Rephaim, because they 
have Rephaim-like attributes. However, Moshe explains to his people 
that those giants are not really Rephaim, rather they are actually Emim. 
Obviously, this whole identification process is a bit confusing. Rashi 
helps us understand the issue. "You might think that this is the land of 
the Rephaim which I gave (promised) to Abraham (Gen:15:20), 
because the Emim, who are Rephaim, dwelt there formerly (and they 
are one of the seven clans whose land you were to possess), but this 
is not that land, because those Rephaim I drove out from before the 
children of Lot and settled these in their stead" cf. Rashi on Deut. 3:13.
Rashi explains that though the land of the Rephaim was promised to 
Abraham, and as such should be rightfully inherited by the Jews, the 
land of Ar was not promised to Abraham. Ar was promised to Lot. If 
the Children of Israel expected to inherit Ar based on the fact that 
giants who were called Rephaim live there, Moshe corrects their 
misunderstanding. "You see," explain the commentaries, "these giants 
are really not the Rephaim variety of giants. They are the Emim variety. 
The original Rephaim were long gone and replaced. The Jews were 
promised the land of the Rephaim and not of Emim, who both 
resemble and are referred to as Rephaim."

Truth be told, all this seemingly irrelevant classification must have 
relevance to us students of the Torah. Why, otherwise, would the 
Torah spend so much time and verbiage on it? Why would it warn us  
not to confuse the Emim with Rephaim? It should just say, "Keep out of 
Ar, it goes to Lot!"

This story is true, I altered the details to spare the concerned.

Many years ago, during an extreme heat wave, a certain food 
manufacturer was cited by the Department of Health and the USDA  
for having an infestation of a particular species of a moth in its 
manufacturing facility.

Immediately, the board of directors sent its representatives to  
inspect the factory as well. After all, having insects in the plant
were very bad for business. Not only could the government                                          
shut them down, they were a health hazard as well! A team of
inspectors came to the plant to see how they should address the 
problem.

While going through the factory, a Vice-President popped the lid 
off a container of raw nuts.  Like a tornado rising, a swarm of insects 
emerged from the bin. Shocked and dismayed, he called over one 
of the workers.  "Do you see this?" he shouted. "Look at these fli es!"

"Don't worry, sir," smiled the worker.  "Those ain't the government  
flies. Those are the regular flies!"

Often we view adversaries in one fell swoop. An enemy is an enemy is 
an enemy. A giant is a giant is a giant.

Perhaps the Torah painstakingly teaches us that every nation has an 
accounting. Some the Israelites were allowed to inherit. Some they 
were allowed to attack. Others they were to avoid. Still others the 
Israelites were allowed to confront and not physically harm.

As Jews, we must be careful not confuse the Emim and the Rephaim, 
the Edomites with the Ammonites, or the Sichons, or the Ogs or even 
the icebergs with the Greenbergs. We may not want to see differences 
in a world that wants to see black and white. But the Torah teaches us 
this week that no two nations are exactly the same. And no matter how 
tall they may appear, no two giants are alike.

What Are We Missing On Tisha B'Av?            
Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

Woe to them, the children that have been exiled from the table of their 
father. (Talmud Brochos 3A)

Amongst the things we refrain from on the 9th of Av are; food, 
friendship, learning Torah, music and more. What are we meant to get  
out this exercise of fasting and looking forlorn?

Yitzchok Blazer ztl., was invited by a group of young scholars to 
their town to deliver a lecture. He ascended the platform 
wrapped in his talis and began; “A Jew once lost his way in  a 
forest. The harder he tried to get out of it the more it closed in on 
him. After wandering for about two days, he almost gave up hope 
of finding his way out when he found another Jew coming toward 
him. Joyfully he ran over to the other Jew and asked him to show 
him the way out of the forest. The second Jew asked him, “How 
long have you been lost in the forest?” “Two days!” answered the 
first. “I have been blundering here for a few weeks already” 
exclaimed the second Jew, “and I have not yet found the way. 
You who have been lost for only two days are asking me?”

Yitchok Blazer raised his voice and cried, “Gentlemen! You are 
young men who have been lost in life for just a short time, but I am 
already old and have been lost for years. I am still looking for a way 
out of the forest of tangled character and you ask me to show you 
the way? With that Reb Itzele broke into loud sobbing and the 
congregation cried with him.

Was Reb Itzele really more lost than they? Was it then all futility the 
lifetime he dedicated to self improvement? Was he just being 
dramatic or overly modest? No!

On Erev Rosh HaShana a number of years ago I  made haste to  
head to the local Mikvah-ritual bath- to beat the rush. There was 
only one other person there and he was just entering the “pool”. 
He shouted repeatedly, “OHHHH! The fires of Gehinom (Hell)”, as  
he inched into the extra hot waters of the Mikvah. A little scared 
but still determined I prepared for my entry and found out that he 
had been right. It was hot but there was no turning back. I crept 
continually forward until I was almost entirely immersed and lo and 
behold there was the other fellow, his head bobbing like a beach 
ball. Steam rising all around and he had this serene grimace on his 
face. I couldn’t resist. I said to him, “We get used to Gehinom, 
don’t we!”

On the 9th of Av we are like little children sent away from the 
table. The child sent to his room can artfully distract himself. His 
parents wait for the breaking point. He might then even be willing 
to admit his faults like fighting with his siblings etc. That time never  
comes. Why? He’s found some candies, there’s a cell phone, a 
computer and a treasure of other goodies. He’s forgotten that he’s 
being punished.

The father realizing that the child is too busily engaged in his 
“things” forbids him for a time to play with these toys and those. 
Suddenly, he feels alone and isolated from the family. Tears begin  
to stream. He cries out longingly to his father and is invited to the 
table again with a pleasant mixture of joy and humility.

On the 9th of Av we are to realize that we are lost, lost in exile. In 
so doing and to that extent we become candidates to be found. 
Therefore for a day we are removed from those things that give us 
either comfort or consolation in our present station. And so while 
we find ourselves deprived of Torah, the company of good 
friends, music, and food, we might begin to wonder profoundly: 
“What are we missing on Tisha B’Av?”


