- < < i < < —— refuse to give Him our faith and trust, we would be living a lie.

I NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES Therefore, the Torah exhorts us again and again to have faith in He
to overcome the stiff, illogical resistance of egotism and submit tc
Chaburoh Returns higher intelligence. Certainly, He is at least as deserving of our goo:
After a brief Summer holiday, R’ Yehuda Pearlman’s Chaburolf will as our doctors and pilots.

restart on Monday evening at 8.15pm. After attending the yeshivah of a great sage for a number of yee
young student suddenly declared himself an atheist and announ
that he was leaving. Naturally, this came as great shock to the

T NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES Eteufccjﬁ::]se?;? the faculty, and they begged him to consult the s

Doctors and Pilots R Netali RitH {Toralnory) The sage noglded gravely as he Iist.er)ed tothe young man. .

Seeing is believing. Most of us are natural skeptics, and it is difficult to@9ree thatifyou are an atheist this is not the place foryou,” he sait
convince us of something we have not seen with our own eyes. And It'el! me, what made you become an atheist? _

even then, we are apt to have lingering doubts. Indeed, we take pride "'tis becausel have.lost my faith, theyoung man replied.

in our skepticism, because we know it protects us from all sorts of fraud Indeed? And why did you lose your faith?"

and deception. We are nobody's fools. "Because | have questions.” .

In this week's portion, however, the Torah goes directly against thighe sage smiled sadly. "No, my young friend, you do not h
tendency. The Torah exhorts us not to deviate one whit from the words guestions. You have answers. You have decided that you wantto |
of our Sages, neither to the right nor to the left. What does this mean®ertain lifestyle, and in order to do so you have to be an atheist. N
The Talmud explains that even if they tell us that our right hand is our I&f@t you've come up with this answer, you have found questions
and our left is our right we are to follow them with implicit faith. Of Supportyour foregone conclusion.”

course, our Sages would obviously never tell us something that igh our own lives, we experience the egotistical resistance to faith ir
patently ridiculous. Rather, the left and rights hands are a metaphor féhildren, who find it hard to admit that their parents may be right

something that is seemingly erroneous according to our perceptions would willingly accept the same statements from others. The differe
Nonetheless, we are required to follow their lead rather than our own is simple. When we acknowledge the wisdom of parents, we pa
judgment. The Torah demands that we have faith. high price in personal independence. Similarly, we pay a high p
How do we understand this requirement to have faith? Why does the When we acknowledge the awesome might and wisdom of the Mas
Torah demand of us to go against our natural instincts? Why should wef the Universe. But if we overcome our stubborn egotism &
follow blindly rather than take a stand as independent thinkers andcicknowledge the obvious truth, we will find that the rewards of faith
demand explanations? well worth the price we pay for them.

If we pause to consider, however, we will discover that faith forms an
integral part of our everyday lives. In fact, without faith we would be
practically immobilized. When we get into our cars, we do not worry

that our brakes may be defective and will suddenly fail when we are| ppow nwao naw
traveling at high speeds. Why? Because we have faith in_ thip Candle Lighting and Shabbbos Between 7.40 and 7.55pm
manufacturers. When we get on a plane we do not worry that the pilot
is incompetent or drunk. Why? Because we have faith in the pilot. Whep Mincha 7.30pm
we go to doctors, we generally accept whatthey tellus. Why? Becauseql seder Halimud 8.40am
we have faith in our doctors. Shacharis 9.00am
Without faith, we would be afraid to switch on the lights or put food ‘
into our mouths or believe a word anyone tells us. Clearly, Hasherp ¥'7 IPT 9© 9.29am

created us with the innate ability to have faith. Why then, if we so easily Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan ~ 6.00pm / 8.32pm
have faith in our doctors and pilots, do we find it so difficult to have

Members old and new are welcome to attend.
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faith in Hashem even when we believe in His existence? Why do we ov§ ° nayos. ur 9-02pm
find it so hard to accept all His deeds and commands without | Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 9.37pm
question? Sunday 1st/2nd Minyan 7.90am/8.20am
The answer lies in our egotism. Doctors and pilots are there to serve us. Monday / Thursd 710
Accepting them on good faith may result in physical restrictions, butif onday / Thursday -1vam
does not require us to surrender our personal independence in any| Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday 7.20am
way. We are still in control of our destinies. They advise. We make the Mincha & Maariv All Week 7.45pm

decisions. Such faith comes easily.
Faith in Hashem is an altogether different matter. If we forfeit the right
guestion His deeds and commands, we acknowledge that we are
subservientto Him. We surrender our independence, and thatis a ver
difficult thing to do. But still, we must. For if we believe in Hashem y

oMincha & Maariv Next Shabbos  7.15pm (Shabbos 8.12pm)




DID YOU KNOW?

VAN - What Does It Mean?

There are two meanings to JON.

It can mean,

“true - | agree with what was just said” (eg “true - HaShem
does heal thesick”) and “may it be so”

(eg “may these sick people be healed”).

It is particularly appropriate that all should answer
YON toa THav 1 that ends:

"DMIY2 OOYANN HNPH YW Maya”

“because all the community are praying for them”.

Source: Mishnah Berurah 124 (6) [25]

We want our tefillos to be accepted so it's best to perform them correctly.
For details please ask the Raily
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1. Wherenmayyouaiotiplantiatiee?
2. Wirattmsist arkingriveriter formbirtiself?
3. Namerifiweopresents given tee threpak.
4. Watmsistyonot pipassrthrgugliradire?
5. How will eanerrecognise alfalseqproptiet?

. Beforesdobilttley/indhatcdoekdipelkvaweime the

people not to do?

7. Wityrmrghtyouwararnbtorcliopdown fastree”
H. Findithre @lphrasésfndoe craklvhiwhichncomerfrom
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