
aeh lfn
Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Raymond Blackston on the birth of a son.
The will be at 22 Fairway, Prestwich.

The Rov's hashkofa shiur and va!ad takes place this Wednesday at
9.30pm at the home of Mr & Mrs David Issler at 3 Waterpark Road.
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The Rov!s Va!ad

"Unity# R! Roger Rubin

So much is heard these days on the need to be united. "Unity" or
"achdus" in Hebrew, has become one of the major "buzz" words in the
vernacular of the Jew who seeks to offer solutions to Jewish problems.
If only we were united, we would overcome our enemies, we would
bring the redemption, and simply put, everything would be O.K. Even
from the most outspoken and uncompromising types, it is amazing to
hear them talking about "unity" as the most important thing. And so the
question that must be asked here is: Is it truly so? Is it correct that unity is
the cure-all?
Any healthy society seeks unity, since division only serves to prevent
society from achieving it's goals. If this is so for all of mankind, how much
more it is true concerning the Jewish People. The Almighty chose the
Jewish People for a very specific goal: To know Hashem, spread His
word, and sanctify His Name in the world. Since this goal is the most
lofty of all goals, then certainly unity amongst the Jewish People is a very
essential ingredient.
From here we learn that the concept of "unity" has limits. It cannot be
just lip service. Any unity is achieved when there is a shared objective.
On the other hand, when different parts of the society have totally
different objectives, and all the more so if these objectives contradict
one another, there cannot be unity. "Unity" can be a good thing, and it
can be a bad thing. On one hand, it is a powerful vehicle to actualize an
idea, and to arrive at the goal. On the other hand, it can serve as the
exact opposite, for it can serve as a vehicle for the blurring over of the
truth, and a distancing from it. This occurs when the goal of unity
becomes more important than the ideologyitself! That is, instead of the
unity becoming a means to achieve the goal, it itself becomes the goal
at all costs, and certainly at the expense of the ideology. In such a case,
the idea and the goal are conceded and blurred over. This is not "unity",
but rather betrayal of one's ideology and a losing of one's way.
This is exactly what we learn from the verse in our parsha, (19:2) "And
there Israel encamped before the mountain". Noting how the word for
encamped is used in its singular form, the sages tell us that here the
Jewish people stood united. Why was this the only place where Israel
was able to stand united? Because at the mountain they received
Torah! And so clearly, the Jewish People can only be unified when they
share the common goal of Torah, since there is no other goal for the
Jewish People. Note how Rashi brings down the Mechilta on this verse:
"As one man with one heart (mind), but all the other encampments
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(before Sinai) were with complaints and with strife". The Hebrew word
for complaints used here is "Tarumot" - which is complaints against
Hashem. Division amongst the Jewish People begins when its basic
goal is questioned. The moment there is "Tarumot" (complaints) against
G-d, which is a result of lack of faith, then the entire basis for unity is
uprooted.
This is the intention of Rashi saying, "As one man, as one heart". After all,
why the apparent redundancy? Because the "one heart" is vital for
unity. There must be the common goal. But if there is not "one heart",
(the goal), then there can be no unity of "as one man". For one cannot
throw around empty slogans of "united we stand" in order to gloss over
a common lacking of national destiny.
Many like to point out the words of our sages who say that in the days
of King Ahab, there were no war casualties despite the fact that they
were idol worshippers, because there was no Lashon Hara amongst
them. (BaMidbar Raba, 19) So many want to learn from this that unity by
itself without a positive goal can be a good thing. The answer is the
following: The fact that no one fell in war was reward for the fact that
the Jewish People in that generation did not inform (Lashon Hara) to the
wicked kingdom about the prophets who had been hidden in the
cave and who Ahab wanted to kill! Again, their unity was around a
positive goal. They were not rewarded because they were unified
around idol worship.
G-d dispersed the generation of the Tower of Babel because they
were united on behalf of evil, and despite their unity,they were
branded with the name "Dor Haflaga" - the Hebrew word 'haflaga'
derived from the root 'pilug' which means a split or a schism. For all of
their unity was based around an evil purpose. There was a unity of
wicked people, 'split' or separated from G-d.
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a) How many pesukim from Beshalach are
lained more than once a year?

b) How is it possible to call up a Kohen for
the Shira?

72 - The first 63 are lained on 7th day and the last 9 are
lained on

When the 7th day of Pesach falls on a Shabbos, a Kohen can be
called up for which is the Shira
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Part of of this week!s sedra is popularly
called the 10 Commandments by Artscroll
chumashim and even Hollywood
producers.
Why is this particular title incorrect?
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Here is this week's brainteaser based on the sedra:

Answer Next Week ...
Last Week!s Answer
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In contrast to this, the unity of the Jewish people that our rabbis find
praise worthy and vital is the unity of 'Matan Torah' - when everyone is
united to receive Torah and fulfill it. Indeed, not only is the unity a
positive thing, but it is a very necessary ingredient for the feeling of
mutual bonding of every Jew to one another, and it is a critical
component of 'Matan Torah'. Nonetheless, unity of the wicked is a bad
thing, as the sages comment, "The scattering of the wicked is good for
them and good for the world", and unity for the purpose of an evil goals
is abhorrence.
Unity has its limits - it must be for the doing of good. It is for this reason
that our sages often group and pair the word 'Shalom', with 'Emes', the
truth, for true unity can only be achieved when it is based around truth.

DID YOU KNOW?
Putting on the talis

The brocho has to be made
just before you wrap yourself

in the talis.
Hold it above your head,

make the brocho and then
wrap yourself in the talis.

(each according to his
minhag)

We want our tefillos to be accepted so it's best to perform them correctly.
For details please ask the Rov`!hily

Sedra-Stats
17th of 54 sedras; 5th of 11 in Sh!mot; Written on 138 lines
in a Sefer Torah, ranks 46th; 15 Parshiyot; 4 open, 11 closed;
75* p!sukim - ranks 47th (only 7 sedras have fewer p!sukim)
1105 words, 4022 letters - ranks 46th;
Yisro is the smallest sedra in Sh!mos
*Tradition is that Yisro has 72 p!sukim, not 75.

YISRO contains 17 of the 613 mitzvot; 3 positive and 14
prohibitions; (14 of the 17 are within the Aseret HaDibros)


