
Pre-Pesach Shiurim

Rosh Chodesh Breakfast

The first men!s pre-Pesach shiur will take place this Shabbos after
the second minyan for Mincha.
The second ladies pre-Pesach shiur takes place on Tuesday at
8.30pm at the home of the Rov, 48 Waterpark Road.

The Rosh Chodesh breakfast takes place on Sunday. Seder HaLimud
is at 7.50am followed by Shacharis at 8.20am with the breakfast at
9.00am. The breakfast is sponsored by Mr & Mrs Mark Duman on
the occasion of their 12th wedding anniversary -

Those who wish to give to the Rov money for may do so
at any time for distribution to needy local families to cover Pesach
expenses.

The actual sale of takes place in the Beis Din on Erev Pesach
before midday. However, those people going out of town for the
whole of Pesach, or whose premises will be completely closed,
may avail themselves of a arranged by the Beis Din on the
13th Nissan, thus obviating the need for . Both of the
above sales may be arranged through the Rov at his home any time
by prior arrangement, or in Shul after Maariv.
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Animal or Human Welfare? A. M. Sievers

Parshas Vayikra is primarily about the korbonos, usually translated as
'sacrifices' or 'offerings', which Hashem requires of us. The modern
mindset has great difficulty with this concept, especially against a
secular legislative background based on human, as well as animal,
rights. As with many secular matters, one has to turn the concept
the other way round in order to begin to understand the Jewish
perspective. If, instead of speaking about human or animal rights,
one starts with the notion of human duties (responsibilities if you
like) and the Divine purpose of all of us, including animals, one can
perhaps begin to put the right address on any failings which may
occur. For example, as I write this on Purim, I am even more tired
than usual because someone exercised their human right to drive
up and down past my house sounding the horn at two o'clock this
morning. I would have preferred to exercise my right to sleep at that
time. Whose right takes precedence? A duty to behave with
consideration for others would be easier to enforce.
Within the context of the korbonos, this idea has to be developed
with more sophistication. It is necessary first to look at the Hebrew
root of the word 'korbon', which is 'lekarev' meaning 'to draw near'.
Both 'sacrifice' and 'offering' are thus inadequate if not misleading
terms for the word 'korbon'. One is not "doing without# something
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of value, nor giving Hashem "a gift# when bringing a korbon, or its
modern equivalent, davenning. Furthermore, in the second verse of
our parsha, Hashem tells Moshe to explain to us, 'Adam ki yakriv
micem korbon laShem', or 'When a man among you brings an
offering to Hashem. . . . .' This clearly implies that the korban is
voluntary. This is indeed stated explicitly in the next verse, where the
word 'lirtzono' (voluntarily) is used. Hashem is therefore instructing
us, through Moshe Rabeinu, how to approach Him, as and when we
wish to. (The desire to be accepted by Hashem must surely be
present, for obligatory korbonos too.)
So why would a Jew want to approach, or draw near to, Hashem,
as He is Omnipresent? Furthermore, how could this desire have
anything to do with a Jew's duties, to himself, to others, or to
Hashem? One of many answers can be found by looking in parshas
Bereishis. There we find that, in the order of Creation, animals were
created on the sixth day, just before Man. Both animals and man are
instructed 'p'ru ur'vu' (explained by Rabbi S. R. Hirsch to mean,
'Produce progeny, and care for the young on which the increase of
population depends'.) Only Man, however, is further commanded,
'vechivshuho, ur'du . . .': 'subdue (the earth) and have dominion
over (the animals, fish, etc).' This clearly indicates a divinely
ordained, higher purpose for human existence.
It is sadly true that a person can continue for many years through life,
without bothering about others, animal or human. This selfish
person, will certainly 'have dominion over', and make use of, animals
and people, in a beastly way. Eventually, such a person will become
deeply unhappy, because animals will be scared of him, people will
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stop befriending him, because ultimately he is perverting Hashem's
purpose in the Creation. Therefore, right at the start of Hashem's
teaching, He informs us that the privileged position of ruling over
Hashem's other creatures, carries duties with it. Hashem has
delegated some of His Rulership to us. If we fail to exercise that
power responsibly, by for example, causing unnecessary pain to
animals, then surely Hashem will judge us. There is the famous story
of Rebbe, the compiler of the mishna, who spent many years in great
pain, because of the unsympathetic way he spoke to a calf which
was protesting on its way to slaughter. Also, when the Children of
Israel are instructed to completely destroy a city where avoda zoro
is proven to have been encouraged, a special blessing is necessary
to prevent us from becoming cruel (see Deut. 13:18, 'venosan lecho
rachamim verichamecho', 'he will give you mercy and be merciful to
you', see Or Hachaim commentary).
It seems therefore that, not only in order to keep Hashem's laws, but
also for the sake of our own happiness, we need individually and
collectively to concern ourselves, as a normal part of our lives, with
the welfare of other creatures, human and animal. This duty is
imposed on us by Hashem for our own good. Our mission in life is to
make mitzvos an integral part of our very nature, not just when we
think we have kavonna. If we habitually care for each other, and for
the animals which rely on us, as Hashem has commanded us, there
will be no need for political lobbies to promote human or animal
welfare.
Good shabbos.
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What is 7+H?

May I wish you all dglvd

Rabbi J. Stanton

Seven questions on the sedra, ie one question
from section of the sedra (Rishon, Sheini etc)
followedby questionabout theHaftora.
Answers will be given; they can be found in any
translatedChumash.
FinallyawordaboutFEEDBACK!
If you find this quiz startlingly simple, amazingly
average or devastatingly difficult, , and I
will attempt toadaptaccordingly.
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not

please tell me
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1. Which parts of a should be washed?

2. Which species of birds are suitable for a ?

3. What was offered in conjunction with every ?

4. What was done with the kidneys of a ?

5. If a (ie ) brings a , which animal

must this be?
6. If an ordinary individual brings a , what is

done with its blood?
7. If one falsely denied, under oath, possessing another
person !s property, and then wished to do , which

three things must he do?
H. How does ridicule what a craftsman does

with a piece of wood?
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DID YOU KNOW?
Shema (Part 1)

We want our tefillos to be accepted so it's best to perform them correctly.
For details please ask the Rov`!hily

To fulfill the mitzva one must at least intend,
"Hear Jewish person (=me) that HaShem who is
our G-d, he is the only G-d, one and only in the

heavens and the earth and there is no other god."

A sign that we"re nearly there!


