
Gold in them Thar Walls           Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

This week, in reading both Tazria and Metzorah, we combine sedras 
that deal with the physio-spiritual plague of tzora'as. Tzora'as is a 
discoloration that appears in varying forms on human skin, on hair, 
clothing, and even on the walls of one's home. The afflicted individual 
must endure a complicated process of purification in order to rejoin 
the community. The Talmud explains that tzoraas is a divine punishment 
for the sins of slander and gossip. In fact, the Talmud in Ararchin 16b 
comments that the reason that the afflicted is sent out of the camp was 
because "he separated friends and families through his words, and 
deserves to be separated from his community."

Rashi and the Ramban explain that the first form of tzora'as does not 
begin on the person. Hashem in His mercy first strikes at inanimate 
objects -- one's possessions. The discoloration first appears on the 
walls of a home, forcing the affected stones to be removed and 
destroyed. If that event does not succeed as a wake-up-call, and the 
person continues his malevolent activities, then his clothing is affected. 
If that fails, eventually the flesh is transformed and white lesions appear, 
forcing the afflicted to leave the Jewish camp until the plague subsides 
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and the Kohen declares him acceptable to return.

Rashi tells us that the first stage of tzora'as -- the home -- is actually a 
blessing in disguise. Tzora'as on a home can indeed bring fortune to the 
affected. As the Israelites were approaching the Land of Canaan, the 
inhabitants, figuring that one day they would re-conquer the land, hid 
all their gold and silver inside the walls of their homes. When one 
dislodged the afflicted stones of his home he would find the hidden 
treasures that were left by the fleeing Canaanites.

It is troubling. Why should the first warning of tzora'as reek of triumph? 
What message is Hashem sending to the first offender by rewarding his 
misdeeds with a cache of gold? What spiritual import is gained from the 
materialistic discovery?
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Mazel Tov to the Rov & Rebbetzin on the occasion of the 
barmitzva of their grandson in Glasgow this Shabbos.
Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Jonny Berkowitz on the occasion of the 
Chassune of their daughter Yael this week.
Mazel Tov to Dr & Mrs David Wolfson on the occasion of the birth 
of a grandson.

A reminder to members that we have our annual Mishnayos Siyum 
on Shabbos Parshas Noso. The list of available Mishnayos is 
posted outside the Shul.
There are plenty of gaps to be filled though plenty of time until 
the Siyum - don’t leave it too late!

A head’s up to members to reserve 12th May in your diaries. Ohr 
Yerushalayim is planning a Lag B’Omer barbecue - a meet and 
meat event!
Further details will be announced shortly.

Mishnayos Siyum

Reserve The Date

Sponsor a Kiddush

Parking

The shul holds regular Shabbos Mevorchim kiddushim for which 
we are always seeking sponsors. Please speak to Chizky for 
further details.

Please ensure that when parking at Shul, you do not park on the 
Beis Menachem side of Upper Park Road to prevent undue 
congestion. Same applies to parking near the junction of Singleton 
Road.
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Shabbos Next Week 7.30pm 
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Candle Lighting
Mincha
Seder HaLimud
Shacharis 
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Mincha 1st / 2nd Minyan
Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur
Maariv & Motzei Shabbos

Sunday 1 / 2  Minyanst nd

Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday
Mincha & Maariv Sun-Tues

No later than 7.45pm
7.20pm
8.40am
9.00am

6.00pm / 8.19pm
8.49pm
9.24pm

7.20am / 8.20am

7.20am
7.10am

7.45pm

9.26am

Monday / Thursday



A Plague on your House                           (Torah.org)Rabbi Berel Wein

slanderer and tale-monger is eventually reviled by his or her own 
community. The plague of personality that slander inflicts on its 
perpetrators becomes visible and obvious to all. But the worst of all 
forms of this plague of tzoraat is the one that infects the person, the 
slanderer, directly. For it corrodes one’s soul and renders one a cynic, a 
mocker, a person to stay away from.

Just as the plague of tzoraat was deemed to be a contagious one by 
most of the biblical commentators, so too is the weakness of slander a 
contagious condition. The Talmud teaches us that the slanderer is a 
triple murderer. He kills himself by speaking bad speech, he kills the 
person he is speaking to who will now accept the slander, and he kills 
the victim of his slander about whom he is speaking. These twin causes 
of tzoraat in one’s home – thievery and slanderous speech – must be 
combated at all levels of our lives and beings. Only by so doing can we 
aspire to have a plague-free home and general environment. 

The opening Rashi of the sedra notes that just like man was created after 
all the animals, so too are we given certain laws [leprosy here] after the 
animal details were given in the korbanos sections. But of all the 'human' 
laws, why speak about tzara'as first? 

In creation, it was man who completed the creation of the world, and 
is thus the most important and beloved member of creation to 
HaShem. HaShem wants us to complete His world by doing mitzvos 
and serving Him. And in putting the tzara'as portion first, the message is 
to remember that as much afflictions as we might get, we are still the 
most important members of creation and are HaShem's Children. And 
so, HaShem wants us back, He wants us to commit to Him - the 
punishments and afflictions are therefore for our good. 

That is why tzara'as is put first in the human laws here so we can make 
that parallel with the creation of the world and realise that a Father 
wants his sons back, no matter how many things the son does wrong.
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(Apologies for wrong wording last week!)
The answer is both. Tinshemes is listed as both a bat and a 
mole


