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Then, suddenly, he passed away. Hundreds came to the funeral. All of 
the gathered contrasted his greatness to the difficult life he had led, by 
being married to a shrew of a wife who was about to bury him.
After the eulogies, his wife suddenly appeared before the coffin, 
crying uncontrollably.
She begged his permission to speak and then burst into tears.
"All these years," she cried, "I fulfilled the adage that a loyal wife fulfills 
the wishes of her husband. And due to my loyalty and respect to you 
and your greatness, I did whatever you had asked me to. But now that 
you are in the world of the truth, I can finally say the truth." She began to 
declare her respect for his greatness and humility, his piety and 
patience, his kindness and compassion.
The   people   near   the   coffin   were   shocked  to  see  this  woman
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A belated Mazel Tov to the Rov & Rebbetzin on the birth of a grandson 
to Yaakov & Shayna in Gateshead.

Please note that due to the timing of the z’manim, we are davenning 
Mincha this Erev Shabbos at 7.15pm rather than 7.30pm.

The kiddush this Shabbos is sponsored by Mr & Mrs Fabian Borocin on 
the occasion of their wedding anniversary - Mazel Tov!

The Rosh Chodesh breakfast will take place this Sunday. Seder Halimud is 
at 7.50am, Shacharis at 8.20am followed by a breakfast at 9.00am. All 
members are encouraged to attend.
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Which Aveira in this week’s sedra cannot 
be done without doing another Aveira 
simultaneously?

Here is this week's brainteaser based on the sedra:

Last Week’s Answer:
A employs one man as both and He 
enjoys good health and never takes a holiday. How many 
times in the year will he say the last two pesukim of this 
week’s sedra
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Answer Next Week ...



transformed into a loving, grieving widow. And then the true shock 
came. She continued her soliloquy.
"Despite, how difficult it was for me, I kept the promise and 
commitment you had asked me to make. Any time you were treated 
honorably, or were asked to fulfill a prestigious role, you told me to 
come in and belittle you as strongly as possible. You were afraid that the 
honor they afforded you would make you haughty. I only complied 
because that was your will!"
"But now I can finally say the truth!" But that was only in front of people!
"You know how much I appreciated and cherished you!" She 
continued to cry over the great tzadik and lifelong companion she lost. 
The stunned grievers were shocked at the tremendous devotion of the 
Rebbitzin, who deemed herself a harrying nag all for the sake of her 
husband's wishes.
Humility is not easy to attain. And for a man thrust in the limelight of 
power, flashbulbs popping, the media pressing, and servants waiting, it 
is an even more arduous task. The only antidote is constant mussar, day 
in day out. The Torah "shall be with him, and he shall read from it all the 
days of his life." Every day. All mussar all the time. No weekly speeches 
nor sporadic sermons. If the Torah must be cherished like a wife, it also 
must be asked to nag us into reality. And then, it will serve its men not 
only delicious desserts, but also humble pie. 

             
Righteousness righteousness you should pursue in order that you 
should live and you should inherit the land that HASHEM your G-d is 
giving you. (Devarim 16:20)
Truth- truth you should pursue… (Targum Onkelos-Aramaic Translation)
The story is told of a linguistics professor who was lecturing to his class 
one day. “In English” he said, “a double negative forms a positive. In 
some languages though, such as Russian, a double negative is still a 
negative. However, there is no language wherein a double positive can 
form a negative.” A voice from the back of the room piped up, “Yeah 
right!”
Why the double of expression of righteousness- righteous or truth-
truth? Is it a positive or is it a negative? How does the pursuit of truth and 
righteousness relate to inheriting “the land”?
The Peshischa Rebbe had said “The pursuit of truth should be with truth 
and not with falseness.” How can the pursuit of truth be with falseness?
It was told of a young man in Peshischa that learned for the sake of a cat. 
It seems that after he married the young man was offered a study in the 
home of his in-laws. Whenever he heard the sound of movement 
outside his room, he would raise his voice and learn more loudly and 
diligently because he thought the noise was the footsteps of his father 
in-law or his mother in-law and so he aimed to impress them with the 
level and intensity of his Torah scholarship. The movements he heard, 
however, were only the footsteps of the cat moving about. So it was 
said about him that instead of learning for the sake of Heaven he learned 
for the sake of a cat.
The corollary to that story may be as follows: A wealthy man entered a 
Yeshiva one day in search of a suitable match for his beautiful daughter. 
To ensure he would be selecting the best candidate he presented a 
difficult Talmudic riddle and offered his daughter’s hand in marriage to 
the fellow that could give the right answer. Throughout the day students 
lined up and attempted to answer the question. Not one student 
though was successful in offering the correct answer. So the wealthy 
man picked himself up, boarded his horse and carriage, and headed 
out of town. As he reached the city limits and he paused to consider his 
direction a voice was heard shouting in the distance. Soon he saw a 
young man running exhaustedly but with great determination. It was 
instantly apparent that this young fellow was a student from the Yeshiva. 
He had been running all the way after the speeding horse and carriage. 
Finally he had caught up. Out of breath, sweating profusely and caked 

Satisfaction Can Bring Him Back

with dust and mud he declared to the wealthy man, “OK! Nobody 
merited marriage to your daughter. What’s the answer to the question?” 
The man looked at him with astonishment and responded confidently, 
“You’re the one I want for my daughter!”
Perhaps the Peshischa means that the means means much more. For the 
chaser of truth, his passion for plumbing the depths of a matter will likely 
lead him to strike ore more than a casual externally directed approach. 
Sure the fellow with the cat upped his output and it’s a big merit for the 
cat. However, the burning curiosity of the Yeshiva man got him the grand 
prize. There may be more to the kiddy phrase, “Curiosity killed the cat. 
Satisfaction brought him back. So say the sages, “The Torah is only 
maintained by one who kills himself over it. Seeking that satisfaction can 
bring him back. 

                            
"Then the officers shall speak to the people saying, 'Who is the man who 
has built a new house and has not inaugurated it? Let him go and return 
to his house, lest he die in the war and another man will inaugurate it. 
And who is the man who has planted a vineyard and has not redeemed 
it? Let him go and return to his house, lest he die in the war and another 
man will redeem it. And who is the man who has betrothed a woman 
and not married her? Let him go and return to his house, lest he die in the 
war and another man will marry her.'" (Devarim/Deuteronomy 20:5-7)
G-d offers three exemptions from military service for extenuating 
circumstances. One is predicated on the initiation of one of the most 
profound interpersonal connections, marriage, a relationship that 
serves as a paradigm for the bond between the Jewish Nation and G-d 
Himself. The others are due to the unrealized pleasure from material 
possessions. As intensely different as these rationales appear on the 
surface, is there a deeper common thread that joins them together? If 
so, what lesson can be derived from the Torah's decision to connect 
them?
Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler writes extensively of the Divine spark within each 
person that creates the drive to give to others. He explains that this drive 
is the underpinning of the need for friendship, for someone 
experiencing the most intense joy finds it lacking if there is no one with 
whom to share it, and one of the most punitive forms of incarceration is 
solitary confinement.
Further, he expounds, that while one motivation for bearing children is 
acquiring eternity, having offspring who are in essence a continuation of 
the self, greater still is the motivation to have someone whom one can 
love and for whom one can care. Thus, it is common that couples who 
cannot bear children adopt or take in foster children, or have family pets 
which they virtually treat as children. These all testify to the strength of 
the need to give that is instilled in our souls.
But, questions Rabbi Dessler, what is the progression: does love inspire 
giving or does giving inspire love?
We tend to think the former is the reality: because of my love for the 
other, I give. In truth, declares Rabbi Dessler, I love that into which I invest 
myself, the child I raise, the animal I care for, the plant I grew, even the 
inanimate house I built. I love that in which I toiled with my own hands 
because I am a component of it, as it says in chapter 2 of Tractate Derech 
Eretz Zuta, "If you desire to cling with love to your friend, toil for his 
benefit."
This investment, concludes Rabbi Dessler, is not a detraction of one's 
self.
To the contrary, it is the expansion of self as he is now a part of every 
person he profoundly touches. This connection is the essence of the 
relationship we call "love". These are the lessons of the military 
exemptions. The love that is generated by one's investment of self in a 
"labor of love" is so magnificent that it can even equal the love between 
husband and wife, and the love between husband and wife is most 
profound when it stems from investing in the other.
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