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I' NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES
Holiday Minyanim

Tisha B’Av is behind us to we're officially in Summer holiday season.
As many people will be going away, can we please ask those

members in town to support the Minyanim.

T NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES

Constructive Destruction Rabli Naftali Reich (Torah.org)

The goal was nothing less than total destruction on a vast scale. Moses
warned the Jewish people that when they crossed into the Promised
Land they would encounter all sorts of pagan idols and places of
worship. These intolerable abominations were to be immediately
eradicated. Pulverize every idol and graven imasge, he exhorted them.
Burn down their asheirah trees. Destroy their altars and temples. Wipe
out every trace of the idolatry prevalent in the land. The exhortation
concludes, however, with a rather strange directive, "You shall not do
so to Hashem!"

Why did Moses find it necessary to tell the people not to mount a
campaign of destruction against Hashem? Who would ever dream of
wantonly destroying Jewish places of worship?

The commentators explain that human nature has a way of adapting to
the most unpleasant circumstances. Sensitive people exposed to
violence and mayhem for longer periods of time very often become
hardened and thick-skinned. After a while, deeds and spectacles
which would have scandalized and revolted them no longer have the
same effect. They become different people, cruel, hard, merciless.

When Moses told the Jewish people to attack the pagan culture with
utmost violence, to uproot, pulverize, smash everything in sight, they
had good reason to be concerned about how this would affect their
character. Would formerly gentle, refined people become brutalized
and violent?

There was no need to worry, Moses reassured them. Smashing idols
was not an act of destruction, and it would not transform them into
violent people. On the contrary, cleansing the land of the pagan
abominations was a constructive enterprise of the highest order.
Smashing idols would never lead them to acts of wanton and
gratuitous violence.

"You shall not do so to Hashem!" Moses told them. This was a promise
rather than a command. In other words, do not be afraid to attack the
idols with unrelenting ferocity. You shall not become inclined to turn
that same destructiveness against Hashem's holy places. You shall
remain the same high-minded, refined people that you were before.

Several army officers, one of them a field doctor, went to see a
boxing match. As the pugilists stepped into the ring, the crowd
greeted them with loud and boisterous cheers.

The match began. Punches and blows flew through the air. Most

missed their mark, but some of them landed. After two rounds,
both fighters were bleeding profusely from cuts to the face. The
crowd loved it and screamed with delight at every new burst of
blood.

The army officers were on their feet, lustily cheering on the
fighters. Only the army doctor remained seated. He looked pale,
and he face was bathed in a cold sweat.

"Hey, what's the matter?" asked one of his comrades. "You lookill."

"I cannot bear to watch," said the doctor. "The sight of blood
makes me queasy."

The other officer laughed. “That's a fine joke," he said. "You queasy
at the sight of blood? Why, I've seen you amputate a soldier's leg
on the battlefield without batting an eyelash. What's a little blood
to you? You must be immune to the sight of blood."

"You don't understand," said the doctor. "When | operate in the
hospital or out on the battlefield, | am healing my patients. That is
not blood of violence. The blood flowing in that ring down there is
of a totally different character, and | have no stomach forit."

In our own lives, we often find it necessary to take harsh measures in our
relations with our children, family members or business associates.
Many people who find themselves in these situation experience
feelings of self-doubt. Are they becoming somewhat cold and callous?
The answer lies in focusing on the positive results we aim to achieve. If
our motivations are constructive, well-advised and devoid of anger
and frustration, we can rest assured that we will not suffer any spiritual
damage.

The Week Ahead

X1 NYID N1y 7I7x '>720 Mav
Candle Lighting and Shabbos Between 7.40 and 7.55pm
Mincha 7.30pm

Seder Halimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

{7 DT 910 9.23am

Mincha Tst Minyan / 2nd Minyan ~ 6.00pm / 8.49pm

Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur 9.19om

Maariv & Motzei Shablbos 9.54pm

Sunday 1st/2nd Minyan 7.20am/8.20am

Monday / Thursday 7.10am

Tuesday / Wednesday wmin wnn 7.00am

Friday 7.20am

Mincha & Maariv All Week 7.45pm

Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos  7.30pm (Shablos 8.27pm)
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them and
fulfil them.

The nation has two options et i) j;FI:];jI““j They will cross the Jordan They must be careful there to They must destroy all the places
to choose from - blessings - River and enter the land keep the commandments and where the nations who lived in Isracl
= ons on Mount . e 7 iy

OF Curses. . = ; and inherit it. laws that Hashem gave them. hefore them were worshiping idols.

They must smash every
altar and burn all the idols.

You can’t do
whatever you
want.

- Don't do this
"- to Hashem.,

Instead, they must worship They should bring their ey ¢ : Brei Yisrael will enter the land,
Hashem only in the place offerings and first fruits to there and celebrate the fruits v and Hashem will help them
He has chosen. this place. of their labour. . conquer it and live in peace.

All of these are forbidden
for the people of Israel.

DID YOU KNOW?

ax7 NU1S P82 N2y - The Aramaic Parts
1. Where are o qn and '7aw n? In “YPYY N2 the kedusho is is translated into
2. Which foodstuff are we told four times in this nwo (i.e. nw) Aramaic e g
not to eat?
hot “! v~ T VI )
3. Why might a false prophet be “able” to predict a miracle? o '] T YT '73@)91
4. How many species of wild animals are ww>? B) ND“ ’JJ'\'Q\QN
5. For what reason is one allowed to redeem nw wyn? ") OONP AMOIN N
6. Why might a person not want to lend money to a poor When davenning in a minyan, the parts in Aramaic
person? should be said quietly

7. With which people should one celebrate on nipio?

H. Of what will we not be affaid? ]193? N3 is known technically as the "NITOT NWYTP"

Source: Mishnalh Beruvadv 132(1) (4]

We want our tefillos to be accepted so it's best to perform them correctly.

For details please ask the Rov kc"6'fe

Re'eh - Look Where You're Going Benjamin A Rose (shortvort.com)

Tlafrjw o RfAja)j1[fwja|n Do you drive? You know when you're driving ninety down the
alelalalolalnlnlx]|alv|e motorway and everything is relaxed, you've got sameach at the wheel
playing full blast and air con up to full power! London seems two hours
Rl [A[y|nja)>|eP|n)yfaj)n away you're going past Newcastle and the journey is going well. Then
Sslolp|o|alalrlnln]y]|y]|® you realise Newcastle is the wrong direction. .. You were so relaxed
and in your state of mind that you failed to look out for road signs and
20 T e T L O T R O A R B B! missed the junction for the M1 SOUTH and went up the M1 NORTH.
sloslals!l>lalylalwlylnlsa And this is the lesson of our Parsha. Re’eh - "Look!" First of all, keep your
eyes open. Do not rely oninertia. To be Jewish is to look where you're
1[R[y |n|nlo]ofa]X 0ing.
Pl n(alo]|X|n|lp Anochi Nosen Lifneichem Hayom Bracha U'Klala - 'l present before you
; 5 today a blessing and a curse." Life is a series of forks in the road. One
& ol B R L L I leads to blessing, to life, to London. The other leads to death, to curse,
nlinl>f{nalyalalr]vlalw]n to Newcastle.
Life is a path. The choices we make today determine where we end up
n{rlofaln|ol?® V[ ol n . .
tomorrow. Every choice has its conseguences. To close our eyes and
alxoln|> a2 plx]|n]|> gowith the flow leads to a dead end... orworse.
We're all drivers. The traffic is speeding along. A wrong turn gets you
— - — e nowhere very fast. Be sure to have your AA map close at ‘hand‘ Seek
— v v - counsel from others to help you spot the elusive road signs. If you
wyn nwaw oo ren make a wrong turn, don't be afraid to turn around and get back on
track. Most of all remain alert.
Look where you're going.
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