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I' NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES

Mazel Tov!

Mazel Tov to David and Eunice Wolfson on the occasion of Eliezer’s
Aufruf this Shabbos. There will be a Kiddush after davening to which
the kehillo is invited. Mazel Tov to Wolfson’s one and all!

Children’s Menorah Lighting

We will be holding a children’s menorah lighting on Sunday between
Mincha and Maariv (see over)

Chanuka/Holiday Minyanim

Throughout the Chanuka and holiday period we will be holding two
minyanim for Shacharis and a single, early, minyan for Mincha &
Maariv. There will be no late minyan Maariv.

I' NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES

A Tale of Two Pharoahs Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

Did you ever hear of a split personality? Well if there ever was one,
Pharaoh, or at least the ruling culture of the land of Mitzrayim, which we
commonly refer to as ancient Egypt, surely epitomizes a Jekyl Hyde
persona: alternating between a gracious host (who is willing to cede all
his power to the whimsical machinations of a felon) and a cold-
hearted despot (who years later ignores the rational arguments of two
dynamic leaders).

Think about it. In this week's portion Pharach dreams twice. The dreams
vary in their characters although their theme is constant; lean animal,
emaciated stalks that devour succulent and luscious ones.

Perturbed, Pharaoh summons his advisors but their interpretations of
the returning nightmare are at best weak.

Suddenly a wine butler who, two years prior, was sitting days from
death in jail comes up with a cockamamie notion about a Hebrew
slave lad, who was incarcerated for an attempted attack on the wife of
a distinguished noble. The slave had interpreted dreams while in the
belly of the beast and his interpretations proved accurate.

Pharaoh must have been desperate. After all, why in the world would
he listen to the advise of a former prisoner to free a current one?

What happens after Yoseph's response is even more astounding.
Pharaoh, in a lightning-like decision transforms the youns slave-prisoner-
Hebrew into second in command, noting that Yoseph "shall be in
charge of my palace and by your command shall all my people be
sustained; only by the throne shall | outrank you." (Genesis 41:40)

Years later Pharaoh drives Moshe and Ahron, scions of nobility, brilliant
scholars, and leaders of a legitimate nation, out of his palace, refusing
to have a rational discussion with them! Whether it was the Pharach of
Yoseph's times or literally a new Pharaoh, how could the culture breed
a king who was ready to give away the palace to a former slave but
not yield infinitesimally to two noble princes!

This one came years back via e-mail.

Two (I deleted out the ethnicity) women were sitting together in

the park.
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The first ladly asks, "So nu, how are the children?”

The second one responds, 'My daughter is terrific. She is
married to the most wonderful man. She never has to cook, he
always takes her out She never has to clean, he got her a
housekeeper. She never has to work he's got such a good
Job. She never has to worry about the children, he got her a

nanny."

The first woman continues to ask, "And how is your son these
days?" Now the second one grimaces. "Just awful. He is
married to such a witch of @ woman. She makes him take her
out to dinner every night and she never cooks a dish. She
made him get her a housekeeper, Heaven forbid she should
vacuum a carpet! He has to work like a dog because she
won't get a job and she never takes care of their children,
because she made him get her a nanny!"

Rav Dovid Povarski, Rosh Yeshiva of Ponevez of blessed memory,
explains that Pharaoh is no different from many of us. When you
are promised salvation or a chance to beat impending doom and
be the one who will emerge on top of the market, your selfishness
cedes to the one who will make life more comfortable for you.
You will praise him and exalt him. However, when good fortune
and comfort comes with a price tag and you are told that you
have to give up something or work harder in order to maintain
your lifestyle or desires, then the advice is derided and scomed.
Pharaoh was excited to have someone else plan the salvation of
his kingdom and increase his wealth. He thus honored Yoseph
royally. However, when Moshe and Ahron advised him how to
save his throne, by freeing the Jews and perhaps having his own
nation work harder, then he derided the Jewish leaders and drove

them from his palace.

The Week Ahead
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When the advice brings easy honor, fame, and fortune we all praise he
who bears it. When hard work and sacrifice is the price to pay, we
cannot bear to hear it.

A Double Loss Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)
The Candle of Chanukah is not just a distinct Mitzvah. It's a Mitzvah that
represents all Mitzvahs as King Solomon tells us in Mishle’, “The candle
is a Mitzvah and the Torah is light...” Therefore we can learn sweeping
life principles from the simple Laws of lighting the Menorah of
Chanukah. For example, “Hadlakah Oseh Mitzvah!- Lighting makes the
Mitzvah!” This informs us that doing the lighting is already the
accomplishment of the Mitzvah. If a candle, fit to bumn, is blown out
and did not last for the requisite half hour even still the deed of lighting
the Chanukah Menorah was accomplished.

Yaakov asked his father in-law Lavan, "What did | do so wrong that you
“dalaktah”- chased after me?”” Chasing and lighting here share the same
root. Sometimes pursuing the Mitzvah is also a full accomplishment.
Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzatto ztl. in the Path of the Just describes man as
being in the midst of a battle “from in front and from behind”. | can
understand how the battle for the next bold step of life faces
resistance from the front lines. What does it mean to be embattled
from behind? Similarly in the blessing leading up to the evening Amida
we ask that the opposing force be removed from in front of us and
from in back of us.

Here is a tale of two Mitzvos. Two Yeshiva boys- brothers, on short
notice are informed about the passing of a near relative. They
immediately move into action to attend the funeral from hours away by
connecting with @ number of trains. Half way there it becomes
apparent that they are not likely to catch the funeral service and the
procession leading out to the cemetery.

They call their father and ask what they should do. He informs them that
they have already fulfilled the Mitzvah. Although their attempt was
thwarted HASHEM counts the good intentions as if it was already an
action because they had done all they could. Later they make the effort
again and successfully console the mourner with a timely visit.

Another relative drives from hours away on the eve of Shabbos to
make a Shiva call. Very nice! There is a misunderstanding about the
timing of the visit. The bereaving widow has decided to be with family
for Shablbos rather than sit alone in her empty house. As she is about
to leave a call comes from the relative that had already invested hours
of travel time. They would be arriving in an hour. The recently widowed
woman apologizes for the misunderstanding and regretfully informs the
relative that she cannot tempt Shabbos and wait. On Sunday the
widow herself calls the relative who had been frustrated and
inconvenienced. As soon as he picks up, he says abruptly, “Don’t ever
call here again!” He hangs up! She bursts into tears!

When Avraham went to the mountain with Isaac on a three day trek he
was ultimately prevented from carrying out that deed but it was
considered such a great accomplishment that we are chewing on its

merits till this very day. However it remained at risk even afterward.
As a result of that attempted sacrifice, our sages tell us, Sara died.
Had Avraham moumed the deed he could have washed it away
after the fact. Just as one can do Teshuvah and regret a misdeed
SO can one uproot a Mitzvah.

| know of a rich fellow who gave away amazing amounts of money
before his business went bust. Afterwards he was almost tackled
from behind by the haunting notion that had he only not given all
that money to charity he would stil be a rich man today!
Immediately he realized the foolishness and fruitless of that
thought. Not only would it not bring back the money but it might
cost him the Mitzvah. Then he would have neither.

“Lighting makes the Mitzvah”. That's the paradigm for Mitzvahs. We
do our very best and if for some reason beyond our control our
efforts are repelled, Mazel Tov, it's a Mitzvah. There is still a lurking
danger though that it can be fumbled. Indulging in regret about the
wrong things can trigger a double loss!

Tears Rabbi Berel Wein (Torah.org)
Yosef’s actions towards his brothers are accompanied by much
weeping on his part. We can well understand the emotional stress
that he undergoes in confronting his brothers decades after they
sold him into bondage and abandoned him to his fate. But Yosef
weeps not only for himself and his own pain and ansst. He weeps
just as much for his brothers who also have had to live with their
awful torturous secret for so long. And he also weeps for his
beloved father, made old and bent by grief and travail.

Tears are seen as a precious commodity in Jewish thought and
writings. The Lord, so to speak, counts every human tear and
stores them in His eternal container. Tears are not forgotten. They
are the true stuff of human memory. Eisav’s claim against Yaakov is
validated in the eyes of the Talmud because of the tears of anguish
that he shed in the presence of his father Yitzchak. Yosef can wash
his face and control himself from weeping in public before his
brothers but he can never control the weeping of his heart and
soul.

Life is truly a vale of tears. Yosef's private tears, more than anything
else, are the focal point of his staged reunion with his brothers.
When he can no longer control his outward tears and weeps in
front of his brothers, the inner tears of his soul are revealed as well.
When one’s inner tears are also apparent to others, then
reconciliation and harmony in a family can be achieved.

Tears do not always signify sadness or tragedy. At moments of
supreme joy, happiness and satisfaction, copious tears flow from
the eyes of humans. Yosef’s tears are thus not only a product of
sad memories and tragic situations but are also tears of hope and
achievement as he begins to see the realization of his long lost
dreams.

My grandfather, a distinguished Lithuanian rabbi in Chicago in the
first part of the twentieth century, visited the Land of Israel in the
1930’s. Upon his retun to Chicago he was asked by one of his
congregants whether the chalutzim who were farming the land
wore kippot on their heads while working. He replied, “When |
saw the land of lIsrael being tilled by Jewish farmers after two
thousands years of exile, my eyes welled with tears. | therefore
was unable to see clearly what was wom on the heads of those
farmers.”

Tears of hope can erase from our vision scenes of trials and
trioulations, failures and weaknesses. Yosef's tears will eventually
blur the sight of his brothers in a bad and adversarial light and
allow him to see them as brothers who made a mistake and have
paid in full. Tears are therefore not only the weapon of bitteress
and recrimination. They are also the medium of compromise,
harmony and reconciliation. And they can be the harbingers of
hope and accomplishment if we will them to be that. Yosef's tears
have washed the soul of Jews over millennia. They continue to
influence our lives even today.
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