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hr Yerushalayim News

I NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES
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Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Dovid Nissen on the birth of a daughter.

Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Peter Nissen on the birth of a
granddaughter.

Dy'y o'k 0O'n’

Ohr Yerushalayim is delighted to announce two shiurim ‘Preparing
For The Yomim Noraim’. The first takes place on Sunday 13th
September at 7.45pm after Mincha & Maariv (at 7.15pm) by R’
Shimon Kaplin.

The second takes place on Wednesday 23rd September at

8.30pm (Mincha & Maariv at 6.50pm) by R” Shiomo Angel.

I NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES

First Impression Ralobl Mordecha! Kamenetzky (Torah.org)
This week's parsha begins by telling us what will occur when the Jews
finally conguer and settle the Land of Canaan. "lt will be when you enter
the Land that Hashem, your G-d, gives you as an inheritance, and you
possess it, and dwell in it" (Deuteronomy 26:13). It relates the mitzvah
of Bikurim: "You shall take of the first of every fruit of the ground that you
bring in from your Land that Hashem, your G-d, gives you, and you shall
put it in a basket and go to the place that Hashem, your G-d, will
choose, to make His Name rest there (Deuteronomy 26:2).The bikurim
are then presented to the kohen. "You shall come to whomever will be
the Kohen in those days, and you shall say to him, '| declare today to
Hashem, your G-d, that | have come to the Land that Hashem swore to
our forefathers to give us' (Deuteronomy 26:3).

What kind of introductory remark is that? Of course, we come to the
land! If we had not arrived, we would not e here! Why then do we tell
the kohen that 'l declare today that | have arrived?

As a studentin the Ponovez Yeshiva, | would spend some summer days
in the resart town of Netanya. One day, | spotted what, to an American
seemed like an anomaly: a small Yemenite man, long curly peyos
dangling from his darkly tanned olive-skinned face, bouncing up and
down as he, dressed in a policeman's uniform, was directing traffic, |
had never seen an orthodox policeman, let alone one who had
dangling side curls. My propensity to talk to fellow Jews and my
inherent fascination with curiosities, spurred me to engage him in
conversation.

As we talked, he told me about lineage. | mentioned that my name was
Kamenetzky, and he froze in disbelief. 'Are you, by any chance, related
to the famous Rabloi Kamenetzky of America who recently visited
Israel?" "Do you mean Rablbi Yaakov Kamenetzky?" | inquired. When he
nodded, in excited corroboration, | added, "he is my grandfather." It
was as if | had senta charge of electricity through his cody!

He beamed at me. "Do you know that your grandfather, Rabbi Yaakov
Kamenetzky attended my sons bris, right here in Netanya!' | did a
double take and thought, 'Yeah Right! Sure. My 89-year-old grandfather
came to Netanya for a Yemenite police officer's sons boris,' The man
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registered my apparent skepticism, and proceeded with the following
story. At the time, Kiryat Zanz, the community built by the Klausenberg
Rebbe, in Netanya, had recently expanded its medical center. The
administrators wanted Rabbi Kamenetzky to see the beautiful facility
first hand. The revered sage's endorsement would surely boost their
fundraising efforts. They picked Rav Yaakov up from his
accommodations in Jerusalem, and drove him to Netanya. Entering the
city limits, Rav Yaakov asked, "Are we going to the hospital "

When the administrators and the driver, affirmed that destination, Rav
Yaakov said, "No, we are going to the Rav. When one comes to a town,
his first stop is to see the Rav. After we greet the Rav, we will see the
hospital." They went to the home of Rabbi Lau, Rav of Netanya, but he
was not there. At that point in the story, the policeman became
excited. "Do you know where Rabbi Lau was?" he beamed. He did not
wait for an answer. "Rabbi Lau was at my son's bris! And a few minutes
later, your grandfather arrived as well!"

Imagine. It took the Jews fourteen years to settle and conquer the Land
of Canaan. Until they settled, there was no mitzvah to bring bikurim, (first
fruits). During all those years, no one had formally presented
themselves to the Kohen. They may have gone to Jerusalem for the
holidays, or for other occasions, but never was there a formal
presentation tothe kohen.

Thus, when the simple farmer finally presents himself to the kohen, he
uses thewords, "l declare, today, to Hashem that | have come." Perhaps
the Torah is subtly sending a simple message: " Kohen, now that | greet
you, | declare that | have arrived." Because until you have greeted the
kohen, you may have battled. You may have conquered. You may have
sown, and you may have reaped. Butyou have notarrived.

Respect For The Dead Rabobi Yaakov Menken (Torah.org)

In this week's reading, we find a passage that plays a prominent role in
the Passover Haggadah. "An Aramite [attempted to] destroy my father,

The Week Ahead

NIQN 'O YIS NAY

Candle Lighting Not later than 7.36pm
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Seder Halimud 8.40am
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and he went down to Egypt... And the Egyptians oppressed us... and
we cried out to HaShem the G-d of our fathers, and HaShem heard our
voice... and G-d brought us from Egypt with a strong hand and an
outstretched arm, with great awe, with signs and wonders... And He
brought us to this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk
and honey."[26:5-9]

In the Torah, we are commanded to recite this encapsulation of early
Jewish history while standing with our Bikurim, the first fruits of our fields
and orchards, before the Kohen. Maimonides and others view this
recitation as a Mitzvah unto itself, performed along with the Bikurim
offering. Therefore, one was "missing out" on a Mitzvah if he just brought
Bikurim without making the recitation. We must wonder, then, why the
recitation was so important, why it warrants a separate Mitzvah.

The Bikurim offering came at a time when a farmer looked in the mirror,
and saw success smiling back. The commentator Rashi tells us that the
declaration could be said only during the harvest season, from Shavuos
through Sukkos, when, after months of cultivation, "a person gathered
his grain and his fruits, his wine and his oil." The "first fruits" were his finest
crops, and the best that Israel had to offer -- Bikurim came only from
those seven species for which the Land of Israel was praised. On a
communal level, the Talmud points out that the Mitzvah of Bikurim
applied only once the entire Land was conquered, and people were
secure. In short, this was exactly the time when a person could sit back
on his laurels, and say, "see what Ive accomplished!"

The Bikurim recitation says exactly the opposite: "without You, G-d,
none of this would have happened." One who brought Bikurim
acknowledsed the Hand of Providence in his life and his success. At
that point, he was sent home with a further admonition: enjoy it! "And
you shall rejoice in all the good which HaShem your G-d has given you
andyourhouse..." [26:11]

Have you heard the adage "there are no atheists in foxholes?" The
following happened during the Yom Kippur War, if | recall correctly. A
tank in a Hesder unit (consisting of religious soldiers who divided their
time between study in a Hesder yeshiva and military service) was
assigned a sunner who came from an avidly secular kibbutz. The gunner
teased them about every Jewish practice. He was a friendly enough
guy, but openlyhostile to all things Judaism.

In the heat of battle, their tank crested a hill to find themselves facing a
full unit of their Jordanian counterparts. They threw their tank into
reverse, but they were unable to back over the hill. The situation was
bleak, to say the least.

Suddenly, the gunner found himself shouting, "Shema Yisrael -- | don't
know the rest! Shema Yisrael - | don't know the rest!" And that is when
their tank was caught by a grappling hook, and helped back over the
hill.

The Torah's message is simple: the foxhole is a lousy place to "get
religion." G-d wants us to be overwhelmed by gratitude, not fear.

But wait -- you ask -- don't we find threats of disaster in this week's
reading, as well? True enousgh. But why would tragedy befall the Jewish
people? "Because you did not serve HaShem your G-d with joy and a
good heart, from an abundance of all." [28:47] G-d does not want to
send tragedy to wake us up. He wants us to wake up with gratitude and
abundant joy, every day!

What do we do instead? When there is a crisis, we recognize our lack of
control over the world. Butwhen allis well, we sit back, enjoy ourselves,
and praise no one but ourselves for our accomplishments. This is our
failing.

These are troubling times. At home, many of us feel the pain of a
constricting economy. There is no peace in Israel. And as we were just
reminded in Durban, the majority of the world suffers from anti-
Semitism. Several billion people hate us. We are getting a wakeup call.
And nonetheless -- we have so much for which to be grateful. We see
all of that ugly anti-Semitism in the news, but rarely in our own lives. We
read that suicide bombers kill far more of their own in "work accidents"
and self-immolation than Jewish children. The Passover Haggadah tells
us: in every generation there are those who want to do away with the

Jewish people, but G-d saves us from their hands. G-d is doing this
right now.

Let us take advantage of this time of introspection to see, and be
grateful, for all that G-d has done for us and is doing for us, and let us
strive to be more G-dly ourselves in the year ahead. May we all be
written and sealed in the Book of Life for a year of health and abundant
blessing, and peace upon ourselves and all Israel.

DivingDeep ratbiMosheperetzGilden (Torah.org)

"When you have finished tithing every tithe of your produce...you shall
say before G-d your L-rd, | have removed the holy things from the
house and | have also given it to the Levite, the convert, the orphan and
the widow according to whatever commandment You have
commanded me; | have not transgressed any of your commandments
and | have not forgotten." (Devarim 26:12-13) At the end of the three-
year tithing cycle, after ascertaining that all tithes were indeed
distributed, all Jewish landowners are commanded to go to the Bais
HaMikdash and proclaim that all the tithes were given as we were
commanded. This process is referred to as the "Confession of the
Tithes." The verse appears to be a simple statement of compliance with
the will of the Master of the Universe by saying that we have done
everything that He commanded us to do. How can this be called a
confession?

Rabbi Yissocher Frand offers an insight into what we should be doing at
this time of the year so close to the Day of Judgment.

We read in Eichah (3:40) "Let us search and examine our ways and
return to G-d." What does it mean to "search our ways"? Some have a
tendency of looking at themselves and saying, "I'm a pretty good
person. 'mkind to people and stay away from sin." This is a conclusion
readily reached with shallow introspection, looking only at the surface.
However, by delving deeper (as uncomfortable as it may be) we will
find numerous of flaws. Even if at one level of depth all appears to be
"clean", we must always dig deeper and find those small ways thatwe
can be better. This process is called "searching our ways."

A careful analysis of the text of the confession of the tithes finds this
point embedded there as well. The proclamation is not "l did every
commandment You commanded me." Rather the text states,
"according to whatever commandment You have commanded me".
This implies, "Although | save out all the tithes within my obligation, |
may not have given them in the best way. Perhaps | was late, or perhaps
not with the best smile so the poor person feels dignified." There is
always room forimprovement. Thus it is the "confession of the tithes."
The month of Elul that precedes Rosh Hashana is a time dedicated to
introspection and taking spiritual inventory. No one of us enjoys having
to admit to a friend that we wronged them; how much greater is the
discomfort in confessing our misdeed before our Father, our King. We
must maintain our focus on our goal - the continued growth and
strength in our relationship with the Creator of the Universe - and the
end result - the most sublime pleasure available: a relationship with the
Divine!
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