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We wish Mazel Tov to Dr & Mrs Howard Sacho and family who are
travelling to South Africa this week for the chassuna of their son Tzvi.

What A Success!

Last Sunday’s Even Hapinah was another great event for Ohr
Yerushalayim. The turnout from members of the Shul, local Rabbonim and
the wider community exceeded our expectations and the feedoback
received was great.

We take this opportunity to thank Yitzchok Steinhaus and team for
arranging the event.

Holiday Minyanim

We're now well into the holiday season and many people have already
left town. This has been noticeable in the size of the minyanim. Can we
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please ask all members who are in town to support the Shul minyanim.

I NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES'

Steadfast Gratitude raobiMordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)
As part of the ongoing recounting of the desert experience this week in
Parshas Ekev, Moshe discusses the Eigel HaZahay, the sin of the Golden Calf.
First he tells the Jewish nation abbout his journey to the top of Sinai, where he
rernained for forty days and forty nights. 'Then | ascended the mountain to
receive the Tablets of stone, the Tablets of the covenant that Hashem sealed
with you, and | remained on the mountain for forty days and forty nights;
bread | did noteat, and water | did not drink (Deuteronomy 9:9).

He then discusses the sin of the Golden Calf, where the nation chose to
ercct @ new deity to serve, causing Moshe to descend the mountain
enraged and smash the luchos, He then tells how Hashemn wanted actually
to destroy the nation and begin anew. It was only Moshes interference,
praying once again for forty days and nights, that led to their aosolution.
What seems somewhat difficult to understand is the interjection of Moshe's
miraculous sustenance not eating or drinking for forty days. Why is it inserted
in the story. In Shemos (Chapter 34) it has a place as Hashem descrioes the
miracles He performed as part of the Torah-transfer process. But here, in
Moshe's narrative, it seems self appreciating. After all, was Moshe's ability to
survive forty days sans physical nourishment his act?

Or was it rather another miracle in what was clearly one of the most
miraculous events in werld history? And if so, why mention it here?

From the annals of talking with some veshiva principals, I would like to share
the following stary, as it may shine a lisht on Moshe s words:

Anumber of years ago, one particular yeshiva student entered 9th grade. In
his elementary school, this youngster earned a reputation for being very
bright, but also being one of the wildest and most innovative troublemakers
that a school can affordl! The high school was afraicl to accept him, but his
potential for success and his parent's good standing in the community
helped them decide to take a chance.

The dean of the school wanted to place himin a class with a no-nonsense,
make-'em-work type of rabbi, but the high school's principal strongly
disagreed.

He wanted to put himinto a class that had a new teacher, a quiet young man
whao hardly spoke above a whisper. In addition to his low-key demeancr,
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the rabbi looked as frail and emaciated as a war-refugee. That rabbi's most
outstanding trait, which was inversely proportional to his physical stature,
was his love and devotion toward even the most difficult student.

The principal assured the dean that despite this young student's reputation,
he would thrive with this rebbe. Against his better judgment, the dean
consented.

What took place was truly remarkable. This young boy not only excelled in
his Hebrew studies, but during class he never called out, sat quietly in his
chair taking notes, and participated in allthe discussions.

The dean asked the rabbi how he was able to calm him down, and the rabbi
just shrugged. Then the dean decided to ask the boy himself. "What
changed your classroom attitude this year?" asked the austere dean.

"What formula do we have that made you so successful? I'd love to know so
|canshare itwithall our students."

The Week Ahead

A7y nYd nav

Candle Lighting From 7.50pm to 7.55pm
Mincha 7.30pm

Seder Halimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

w7 [NT 9I0 9.24am

Mincha 1st / 2nd Minyan 6.00pm / 8.46pm

Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur 9.16pm

Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 9.51Tpm

Sunday 1%/ 2™ Minyan 7.90am / 8.90am
Monday / Thursday 7.170am

Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday ~ 7.20am

Mincha & Maariv All Week 7.45pm

Shabbos Next Week 7.30pm (Candie Lighting 7.50 - 7.55pm)
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“Sorry" smiled the boy. "It was not you or even the schodl. It's rebbe! You
see, | thought to myself, how can | even think of making trouble. Rebbe is
such a tzadik; he cares so much for me. | know that he even davens (prays)
for my success, and | am almost sure that he even fasts for me! | may be a
troublemaker, butlam surely noingrate!"

Moshe, | am sure, did not take fasting forty days lightly. True, he survived it
miraculously, but | am sure that it entailed giving his whole soul and most of
his physical being to achieve that level. Hashem gave him the strength to
finish what he wanted to actually do if it were humanly possicle. He
understood that Torah must be transmitted with mesiras nefesh, giving one's
soul.

And that is why he mentions it here. You see, the sin of the Golden Calf was
not only one against Hashem, so the nation should have realized how much
strength, effort, and lifeblood Moshe gave to this mission. Their sin was not
onlyaslap inG-d's face, it was also a rebuff of Moshe's efforts as well.

So next time we are about to rebel against G-d, we must realize and
remember, we are not only negating G-d's word, but the efforts, the fasting,
the tears, and the prayers of our parents, our grandparents, and our
teachers. If fear of G-d does not stop us, maybe gratitude for his mortal
messengers will.

The First Commandment of Parenting RabbiLsbel Lam (Torah.org)
And these words that | command you today should be upon your heart and
you should teach them to your children. (Devarim 6:6)

And teach them to your children to speak in them with your sitting in your
house and with your going on the way and with your lying down and your
risingup. .. (Devarim 11:19)

A Rabbi asked a young lady in the audience, “What is your parents’ greatest
source of pleasure?” The youns lady smiled proudly and answered, “Me!”
Then he followed up with a 2nd question. “What is your parents’ greatest
source of pain?” A gloomy expression overtook her countenance and she
somberly replied, “My sister!” Children often hold the key to both our
happiness and ouranguish. Whyis that so?

Let’s try an experiment. Slump your shoulders, put a scowl! on your face and
dull the tone of your voice. Now recite lifelessly, “I’'m so happy! This is the
best day of my life!” Will anyone be convinced by your words? Now throw
your shoulders back. Put on a winning smile and shout with enthusiasm, “lam
so miserable! This is the worst day of my life!” Which is more credible, your
words or your posture? | believe that this test demonstrates that actions
trump words and tone trumps text.

Johnny’s father received a call from the principal. The principal told him, “We
have to talkabout your son’s behavior!” The father insisted on knowing what
he had done. “When the principal informed him, “Your sonis stealing pencils
from the other kids in school.” The father shot back defensively, “I don’t
know why he should need to steal pencils from the other kids in schoal. |
bringhome allthe pencils he needs from the office!” Ahal

A fellow | had learned with decided to put on Tefillin as his son’s Bar Mitzvah
approached. His son told him, “Dad, | want to do just like you. When I'm 47
years old [too am going to start to put on Tefillin!”

A student | had in Hetrew Day School many years ago was a chronic
complainer to the point of being a nuisance and distraction to the class. His
every move was accompanied by some exaggerated exclamation, “You
almost banged my whole head off!” It was puzzling. Where were all these
statements coming from? Then one day | saw his mother getting out of the
car in front of the school. When she slammed shut the car door she
exclaimed emphatically, “The door almost tore my whole arm off!” She
continued her melodramatic monologue all the way into the school. Ahal
Agreat woman and mother of aremarkably successful family shared with me
three keys to herhaving raised such a wonderfully functional Torah family. 1)
She spent personal time with each child. 2) She made sure to find out what
they were up to and with whom. 3) Her hustand always had a Sefer — a
Torahbookin his hand!

The Chasam Sofer learns this verse which is scrioed and scrolled and affixed
to door after door throughout our homes, And you should teach your
children to speak in them” as an instruction in “how to”- accomplish that
parental task. Children will learn mostly through observing the manner in
which you sit in your house, g0 on your way, lie down and rise up. Those
actions will speak volumes in volume. As one child told his parents, “Your

actions are so loud | cannot hear what you are saying!” When speech and
action are congruous thousgh then there canbe alasting educationalimpact.

G-d Made Millionaire Rabloi YaakovMenken (Torah.org)
"Guard yourself, lest you forget HaShem your G-d, not to keep his
commandments, judgements, and enactments, which | command you
today. Lest you eat and be satisfied, build nice houses and live in them... and
you become hausghty, and forget HaShem your G-d who brought you out
from Egypt, from the house of slavery... and you say in your heart, my own
might and the strength of my hand have made me all of this wealth." [Dev.
8:11-12,14,17]

The trait of haughtiness is considered one of the very worst characteristics
that a person can have. Maimonides says that there is a place and time even
for all bad traits -- with this one exception. There is no time when haughtiness
and excessive pride are approgpriate.

"'Allwho make themselves high, G-d casts them down" [Eruvin 13b].

"Any person who is hausghty, is as if he served idols, as if he denied G-d, as if
he participated in immorality, as if he built an altar [to idols]. .. the Holy One,
Blessed beHe, says he and | cannot livein thisworld" [Sota 41, 5a].

But really -- what is so horrible about a little pride in ourselves? How can we
avoidit, ifwe really do have certaintalents or skills?

In order to answer this question, we need to better understand the
difference between having a talent, and becoming haughty because one has
that talent. We need only look to our teacher Moshe. Did Moshe not realize
who he was? Did he somehow forget that he was the only person in history
to ascend Mount Sinai and speak with G-d with completely clear prophecy?
Did he attempt to avoid haughtiness by abandoning the leadership of the
Jewish people? Of course not. Once G-d insisted that Moshe was the right
person, he led the people out of Egypt and through the desert.

Yet the Torah testifies doout Moshe that not only was he humble, he was the
most humble person in the entire world! The leader of the entire Jewish
nation, chosen directly by G-d, was the most humble person in the world.
Qbviously there is a connection, and it is fundamental to eliminating the trait
of haughtiness from our own personalities.

The best way to eliminate haughtiness is simply to recognize the source of
everything that we have. Everything Moshe had, everything we all have, is a
gift from G-d. Moshe teaches us that the appropriate reaction to a talent, to
wealth, to any other good fortune -- is more humility. He was privieged to
speak with G-d, he had developed into a holy person, and therefore it was
incumbent upon him to be grateful, and to realize that he owed HaShem
even more gratitude than others. He was grateful for the intelligence and
wisdom which enabled him to recognize HaShem so clearly. He was grateful
for the privilege of speaking directly with G-d and receiving His Torah.

There is nothing wrong with being a "self-made millionaire," as long as you
realize that there's really no such thing. G-d makes it possible. G-d can take
that wealth away as well, and it is our responsibility to serve as G-d's
custodian overthe money that He has given us.

This is why the Torah says that haughtiness is tantamount to denying G-d's
existence -- it is directly connected to the thought that "my own might and
the strength of my hand have made me all of this wealth."

Allbadtraits have a profoundimpact oninterpersonal relationships. This one,
though, not only makes a person completely insufferable to those around
him -- it directly affects his or her relationship with G-d as well. If a person
makes too much of his or her own beauty, skill or talent, then the person
forgets Who gives everything to him or her. He or she denies the true nature
of the gifts which G-d has given, and instead behaves as if, forgive the
expression, he or she is "G-d's gift to humanity" instead. It is the ultimate in
kafui tovah, rejecting a kindness, paying it back with evil.

Pride doesn't only destroy the wealthy. By over-emphasizing self-sufficiency,
our culture encourages excessive pride. None of us are truly self-sufficient;
we allneed others. And most important of all -- we all need help from time to
time. There is nothing wrong with asking for help when you need it. People
who are too "proud" to ask for help destroy themselves and destroy their
families.

Let us recognize that we are never truly self-sufficient, and that we need His
help at every turn. Let us be grateful, rather than haughty, for what we have --
and let us not be ashamed to ask for what we dont!
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